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SUMPTUOUS SALVIAS 
16 of the best foryour garden 


GARDEN OR PARKING SPACE? 
How to combine both 


EXTENDING THE SUMMER * 
Great plants for late colour | 
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LITTLE SCARLET 


Fifty tiny berries in every jaf 


make it jam-packed with taste 


We’ve been growing Little Scarlet strawberries picked and sorted entirely by hand. It’s 
here at Tiptree for over 100 years. Today, estimated that each jar of Little Scarlet 
our founder’s great grandson still insists Conserve contains over fifty tiny berries, 
on using fruit that’s fresh from the fields, ensuring you can really taste the difference. 
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The preserve of good taste 


WILKIN & SONS LIMITED TIPTREE COLCHESTER ESSEX CO5 ORF WWW.TIPTREE.COM 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY, ELKE BORKOWSKI 


editors letter 


How do you define a small garden? To a certain 
extent, it’s subjective and ’'m conscious that what 
to some people is small, most assuredly is not for 
others. Whatever your perception, this issue we 
aim to bring you some clever design and 
planting ideas that can be scaled down (or up). 
We look at five remarkable gardens, including 
textile designer Neisha Crosland’s courtyard and 


a relaxed wildlife-friendly garden with numerous 
seating areas to catch the sun. At her highly regarded nursery, Phoenix 
Perennial Plants, Marina Christopher specialises in flowers that are 
particularly attractive to beneficial insects and in her feature on page 74 she 
selects 12 with maximum appeal. We also visit the impeccably kept kitchen 


garden at Great Dixter in Sussex, where Kew-trained Aaron Bertelsen a, a =¥. 
pes fromthe Great Dixter kitchen, page 66. 
a 


continues the tradition of Dixter’s ‘gardener-cook. Aaron still grows many 
of the late, great Christopher Lloyd’s favourite annual and perennial crops, 
while — in true Dixter spirit — he also experiments with new and unusual 
varieties. Growing vegetables and fruit for freshness and flavour is 
becoming increasingly popular and in our garden history feature Ambra 
Edwards looks at reasons behind the walled kitchen garden’s decline and 
its subsequent rise. As ever, we seek out a range of fantastic plant 
recommendations with nurserywoman Derry Watkins’ selection 

of ten favourites for high summer and plant expert Noél Kingsbury’s 
choice of easy and hard working salvias. I hope you enjoy the issue. 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a fe most Useful plants 


digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ -eating hoverfiles, page 74. 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com a 
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FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. columnist. 


ON THE COVER 
Small gardens page 29 
Salvias page 50 

Parking or garden page 96 


Late summer colour 


page 78 


Great Dixter recipes 
page 66 


COVER IMAGE 
Neisha Crosland's small 
garden by Rachel Warne 
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August plants Nursery owner Derry Watkins 
revels in summer's colourful plants and chooses 
ten favourites that are at their best this month 
Plant profile: European salvias Noé! Kingsbury 
selects the best of these hardy perennials to 
bring a splash of late colour to a border 
Planting ideas: plants for pollination Marina 
Christopher's expert advice on the best plants 
to attract beneficial insects into your garden 


Small gardens 
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36 


38 


Design for living Textile designer Neisha 
Crosland's creatively styled garden 

Minimal space A family garden that is an 
extension to their minimally styled London home 
Wonderfully wild Angela Kreeger’s exuberantly 
planted London garden is a haven of calm 


42 


46 
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His dark materials Designer Chris Moss has 
used sleek black hardscaping to offset greenery 
Private view Intimate planting and curvaceous 
design in a riverside garden with a view to thrill 


Places 
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Perfect harmony Poet and gardener Heikie 
Hoeksma has created a harmonious series of 
colourful borders in his Dutch garden 

Great Dixter delicacies Secrets of the Great 
Dixter kitchen garden along with delicious 
recipes using home-grown produce 
Bordering on perfection A classic English 
garden with richly planted borders that make 
the most of the wealth of late-summer colour 
Fall and rise of the walled garden Many walled 
gardens fell into decline in the last century, but 
now a new generation of enthusiasts is giving 
these gardens a new lease of life 
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The best of both worlds... Wille Coffage 


Greenhouses 


A traditional timber glasshouse with a powder-coated 
aluminium roof. The character and beauty you only get 
from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. 


With an authentic Edwardian look and our unique 
dormer entrance feature the ‘Croft’ is available in two 
sizes, designed to sit comfortably in any garden. 


ri for more information call 01270 753 826 
or request a brochure at www.whitecottage.co.uk 


TORIE CHUGG 

Torie is a garden and wedding 
photographer who's based 

in the beautiful Cotswolds. 
One of her passions is 
capturing the detail and 
personality of plants, and on 
page 50 she brings us some 
sumptuous photographs of 
hardy European salvias. 


“Salvias are a diverse family of plants. I'm particularly fond 
of ‘Ostfriesland’ with its beautiful, intense, purple colour.” 


ANNE DE VERTEUIL 


Anne is a garden designer and 
writer who never tires of visiting 
other people's gardens and 
looking at how they interpret the 
space they've got. On page 46 
she visits an enviably situated 
garden on the Thames that’s 
been superbly designed to suit 
the watery context. 


“Generous curves and flowing lines expand the sense of space 
and the whole movement of the garden is towards the river.” 
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TAN i ELKE BORKOWSKI 

Pa Elke's been photographing 
gardens for German and 
international magazines for 25 
years, and has published several 
books. She loves gardening in 
her own contemporary, country 
garden in Germany. You can see 
the results of her visit to Heikie 
Hoeksma’s garden on page 60. 


“When | met Heikie for the first time | was a bit scared, but he 
turned out to be a very sensitive and amazing gardener.” 


HELEN FICKLING 
Zimbabwean-born Helen is a 
London-based photographer, 
who specialises in shooting 
landscape designs and loves 

to work closely with garden 
designers and architects. On 
page 46 she photographs Andy 
Sturgeon’'s sinuous design for a 


London riverside garden. 


“It's always a real bonus to capture good structure, form and 
texture especially if they are combined with good available light.” 
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Posh Sheds are different. We design and build wooden 
sheds of the highest quality. Offering both a set range 
and bespoke design service, our sheds are built to last, 
extremely functional and above all look superb. 


@ 01544 387101 
www.theposhshedcompany.co.uk 


Is it time for a shed you can be proud of? 


Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write 
on Alitags aluminium labels 
with Alitags or HB pencil. The 
pencil will react with our 
specially made aluminium tags 
and become permanent. 


Alitags labels can also be 
punched with Alitags character 
punches & jig. 


Copper, Teak, Bamboo labels 
are also available. 


Alitags, 33 Bourne Lane, 
Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. 
Tel 01279 842685 


Gifts & Gardens 


www.giftsandgardens.com 


Bamboo Cloches 
oF aR EET. 


dome and available in 5 sizes plus a 
tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches 
protect plants & seeding from damage 

by animals, footballs, light frost and 
wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper can be 

used to cover the plants inside the 
cloches during periods of heavy frost. 

The micro climate inside the cloches 

promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants. 
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Hanging Wooden Signs : 60 Texts 


SS 


Wooden Keyrings : 90 Locations Stone Lanels : 50 Texts 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 


Andrew Crace 


English Garden Furniture 


Slatted Wheelbarrow Seat 


Candle Lanterns 
with a small tray 
inside for atea 
light candle. 
Christmas Tree, Owl, 
Reindeer, Pig, Dog, 
Cat, Lobster, etc. 


Leagrave 2 Seater painted Lichen Green 


= 


harles Over 3 Seater 


Made in England S$ Made from Iroko or Oak 


33 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham 
Herts SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 
www.andrewcrace.com 
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What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 
NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 
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Dixter days 


Painter and illustrator Rosie MacCurrach has spent a year as artist in 
residence at Great Dixter in East Sussex, drawing the garden throughout 
the seasons. “I'm drawn to the patterns, rhythms and atmosphere of the 
place,” Rosie explains. “I'm endeavoring to capture both the hard work of 
gardening life and the quiet magic of an empty garden.” Selected works are 
on display in the Great Barn at Dixter from 3-31 August. You too can try your 
hand at garden art as Rosie is running a series of workshops on the 4, 11, 18, 
25 August, which explore gardens through drawing and painting. Workshops 
cost £15, book online or tel 01797 254048. The exhibition is free with garden 
entry. Great Dixter, Northiam, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6PH. greatdixter.co.uk 
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dig in news 


They call it poppy love Tir acti Sa 
Much admired at Chelsea this year was an elegant pink poppy 

on Cleve’s West's M&G garden. Known affectionately as Beth’s 
poppy, Papaver dubium subsp. lecogii pink flowered was supplied 
by Marina Christopher of Phoenix Perennial Plants. She acquired 
seed from Great Dixter, who got their seed originally from Beth 
Chatto. Tall stemmed and with fleeting flowers in a delicate blush 
pink (although Marina describes the plant as ‘stonking’ once it gets 
established), it can be sown in succession for a display throughout 
summer. Happily self seeds. For seed try Great Dixter (01797 
254044), or Phoenix Perennial Plants (01420 560695). It's 

very much a ‘while-stocks-last’ situation but worth the effort. 


Plant stories 


Plants: From Roots to Riches is 
anew BBC Radio 4 series that 
looks at the heritage and 
influence of The Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, as one of the 
world's oldest botanical 
institutions. Over its 250-year 
history, Kew has defined 
botanical study, looking at 
plants scientifically, culturally 


and aesthetically, and all the 
while documenting how our 
attitudes to plants have 
changed over the years and 
what their impact on our lives 
has been. The series talks to 


historians to consider Kew's 
legacy, as well as plant 
scientists to discover the 
cutting-edge work being carried 
out by Kew. From 21 July, BBC 
Radio 4, 1.45pm. There is also a Collectirfg ae in 
book to accompany the series the field to b fto Kew. 
Plants: From Roots to Riches, by > ‘ 
Kathy Willis and Carolyn Fry. 


SITTING PRETTY ees? : : © 
Fabric designer Ellen Calvert is daughter of nurserywoman Claire Austin ISBN 978-1444798234. y > <e 
= 


and granddaughter. of rosarian David Austin, so it’s no\wonder that 


Ellen has found inspiration inall things floral. The latest addition to her 
range looks'to the peonies her mother is renowned for growing — Ellen’s 
peony design fabric features on this British-made deck chair. £110, 
mae-online.com or claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk 


+ 


Available from DT Brown. 200 seeds £1.69. 0845 371 0532, dtbrownseeds.co.uk 
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ALAMY 


MARC HILL 


Exclusive Reader Events 2014 


THE SPEAKER 

ANNA PAVORD is a garden 

writer and historian. She is 
gardening correspondent in The 
Independent, as well as a regular 
contributor to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 


DATE 
Sunday 14 September 2014 


HELD AT 
Hotel Endsleigh, Milton Abbot, 
Tavistock, Devon PL19 OPQ 


PROGRAMME 
10.30am Arrival and coffee 
llam Talk by Anna Pavord on 
Repton and the English 
Country Garden 
12.45pm Champagne 
reception and lunch 
2.30pm Tour of gardens with 
head gardener 
4pm Tea and cake on 
the terrace 


Join Anna Pavord for our reader day at Hotel Endsleigh 
to learn more about Humphry Repton’s approach to creating 
the ultimate English country garden — 14 September 2014 


Two hundred years ago, the landscape architect Humphry Repton was asked by the 6th Duke 
of Bedford to create a vision for the gardens and landscape at his house in Devon. Repton spent 
three days being carried around in a sedan chair formulating his vision. His ideas were duly 
presented in one of Repton’s famous ‘red books’ and his ideas carried out. 

To celebrate this anniversary year, and the garden’s continued glory with many of Repton’s 
features still intact, we are hosting a reader day with garden writer and historian Anna Pavord at 
Hotel Endsleigh so that readers can learn more about the garden’s history and Repton’s work as 
one of Britain’s most influential garden designers. 

Your day begins with Anna Pavord’s talk on Repton’s legacy. You'll then enjoy a champagne 
reception and delicious lunch in the hotel’s restaurant, followed by a guided tour of the gardens 
with the head gardener. The day finishes on the terrace with tea and cake. 


Hotel Endsleigh is offering Reader Day guests a 10% DISCOUNT for stays over the weekend (Friday and Saturday nights) and a 
15% DISCOUNT for stays on the Sunday night. Contact the hotel for full details on 01822 870000 and quote GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 11 
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ILLUSTRATED LECTURE WITH 


Monty reflects on his lifetime interest in gardens, 
gardening, organic practices, home-grown vegetables 
and rural crafts at our autumn lecture 
10 October 2014 


Join us at the first of our GARDENS ILLUSTRATED autumn lectures, held at the Royal 
Geographical Society in London, with our guest speaker Monty Don who will talk about 
his life in gardening, his passion for growing and his Herefordshire garden. 

Over his long career as a writer and presenter we’ve shared Monty’s gardening highs 
and lows, most recently from his garden at Longmeadow, familiar to viewers of Gardeners’ 
World, from where the programme has been filmed for the last three years; we’ve followed 
him to gardens around the world to share his insights into gardeners past and present 
from a range of gardening cultures; and we’ve admired his dedication to promoting the 
skills of rural craftsmen and the way he asks us to re-evaluate our relationship with the 
countryside. His talk promises to be entertaining, informative and thought provoking. 


™ 
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DATE 
Friday 10 October 2014 


HELD AT 
Royal Geographical Society, 
1 Kensington Gore, South 
Kensington, London SW7 2AR 


PROGRAMME 
6.30pm Doors open 
(cash bar available) 

7.30pm Lecture starts 
9pm Doors close 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reserves the right to replace the 
speaker with another speaker of equal stature in the unlikely 
event that the original speaker is unable to attend. 
Tickets must be booked in advance and are non-refundable. 
A transaction fee will be applied to each booking. Please let 
us know when booking of any special access requirements. 
Driving to the lecture is not advised. Nearest London 
Underground station is South Kensington. 


Diary 


300 agapanthus grown in pots and display beds, advice on 
growing, tours and sales. 2-3 August, llam-4pm, £2.50 in aid 
of National Gardens Scheme. Fairweather’s Nursery, Hilltop, 
Beaulieu, Brockenhurst, Hampshire SO42 7YR. 

Tel 01590 612307, fairweathers.co.uk 


Over 300 pieces from 75 national and international sculptors 
displayed throughout the garden and house. All work will be 
for sale. 2 August — 7 September, llam-4pm. £6, family ticket 
£15. Doddington Hall, Doddington, Lincolnshire LN6 4RU. 

Tel 01522 694308, sculpturedoddingtonhall.com 


Stalls, growing advice and entertainment at this festival-like 
event. Plus 250 varieties of chilli in the glasshouses. Camping 
available. 8-10 August 10.30am — lpm. Tickets from £5. 
West Dean Gardens, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 OQZ. 
Tel 01243 811301, www.westdean.org.uk 


Celebrating its 75th anniversary, the British Fuchsia Society 
75th London Show will be held on 17 August at Normandy 
Village Hall, Manor Fruit Farm, Glaziers Lane, Normandy, 
Surrey GU3 2DD. 12.30-4.30pm. £1. 

Tel 0118 375 7462, thebfs.org.uk 


An insight into the descriptions of English gardens written by 
Russian princess Ekaterina Dashkova during her visit in 1775. 
Plus the life and gardens of Prince Plickler-Muskau (1785- 
1871) who following his study of English landscape gardens 
returned home to develop gardens at Muskau Park (a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site on the Polish German border). 21 August, 
10.30am-12.30pm, £12. To book tel 01932 868113 or 
painshill.co.uk/morning-lecture-series/ 
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Floral stylingérom Taffglah Rose’ Flower School. 
am 


One-day course at Tallulah Rose Flower School in Bath. 
Inspiration and tips for hand-tied bunches and a seasonal 
table centrepiece. 22 August 2014, 10am-4pm, £150. Tallulah 
Rose Flowers, 28 Milsom Street, Bath BA11DG. 

Tel 01225 425998, tallulahroseflowers.com 


Celebrate the beauty and importance of meadows; the plants, 
the traditions and wildlife that depend on them. Events all 
summer, Wakehurst Place, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TN. 
Tel 01444 894066, kew.org/visit-wakehurst/whats-on 


Bringing gardens to,the streets 
of Manchester's city centre. 


dig in news 


Calling city gardeners 


Manchester's festival of urban 
gardening Dig the City sees 
events, talks, markets, plant 
swaps, children’s activities and 
expert advice sessions taking 
place at street-based locations 
throughout the city. There will 
also be show gardens ranging 


from floral extravaganzas toa 
Japanese meditative garden to 
bee-friendly planting and grow 
your own plots, all offering 
plenty of ideas to help you 
make the most of limited city 
garden space. 2-10 August, 
digthecity.co.uk 


Pretty preserves 


Give your home-made 
preserves a little extra style 
with these Preserve Gift Kits 
from stationery company Mac 
and Ninny. Each set contains 

12 patterned tops, jar labels, 
string and decorative swing tags. 
Match the design to your preserve 
and create lovely gifts. Available 
via notonthehighstreet.com, 
amazon.co.uk, at The Garden 
Museum and other suppliers. 
www.macandninny.com 


Daan Get 


Grow bag benefits 


Grow bags are an easy way to 
grow your own produce even 

in limited space. For added 
efficiency try a Grow Bag Frame. 
The simple steel frame allows 
the grow bag to be turned on its 
edge to give greater soil depth 
for roots and space for watering 
— and it can be easily moved 
around. Clip your growing beans 
or tomatoes to the supports or 
add some netting for peas. 
£19.95. Tel 01379 740221, 
crowngardenproducts.com 
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dig in shopping 


Get hitted out 


for small gardens 
COMPILED BY SUE WINGROVE 


~~ ae vk Miner’s lantern, £10, 
Galvanized planter set, £29.99, 0845 608 4448, 


01344 578000, crocus.co.uk gardentrading.co.uk 


The Saturday Eve 


CORONATION 


England's Greatest 
Moment 
By PAUL GALLICO 


Balcony folding 
table, £125, 
0800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk 


Rain barrel, £462, 
0800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk 
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>. Vegtrug Poppy planter, 
Fermob Bistro chaise longue, \ ws Floor cushion, £32, £49.95, 01932 253666, 
£295, 020 8878 1994, barbed.co.uk \ 0845 608 4448, gardentrading.co.uk organiccatalogue.com 
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Erigeron annuus 

A friend gave me a miserable looking little plant that 
she didn’t know the name of but which she insisted 
would grow into six foot of tiny, white daisies. She was 
right, by the end of the summer it was a positive cloud 


of white. The next year it did it again but produced no 
seedlings so I wondered how to propagate it. The 
following year we were digging them out of the beds, 
out of the paths, they were everywhere. Roy Lancaster 
finally identified it as Erigeron annuus (although it is 
not in the least annual). 


Height 1-2m. 

Growing conditions Sun. 
Hardiness USDA 3. 

Origin North America. 

Season of intere ly October. 


Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath. 
specialplants.net 


| obelia x speciosa 
‘Hadspen Purple’ 


A perennial lobelia with the most glorious 


rich, deep-purple flowers. The colour sings 
out from across the garden. As a bonus the 
bright green foliage is often flushed purple. 
Bred by the Popes at Hadspen House, it is a 
strong grower and not a martyr to slugs 
like so many lobelias. It loves rich, damp 
soil and sun. It is worth pandering to its 
whims in order to get that late summer 
explosion of colour. Bees and butterflies 
love it, and so do IL. 


Height 70cm. 

Growing conditions Good soil, not too 
dry, sun or light shade. 

Hardiness USDA 5. 

Origin Bred by Nori and Sandra Pope at 
Hadspen House in Somerset. 

Season of interest July — August. 


August plants 


There are so many great plants for high summer that it’s hard to know where 
to start, but Derry has managed to narrow her choice to ten favourites 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Salvia greggii ‘Stormy Pink’ 
Around 15 years ago I found an 
accidental salvia seedling in my nursery. 
I grew it on, took cuttings and then, 
assuming it was tender, left it in the 
garden to die. Surprisingly, it is still 
there, not fazed in the slightest by our 
hardest winters. I cut it hard back to 
thick stems like bonsaied tree trunks 
every spring and it grows to around four 
feet every summer, blooming from June 
right through until October. I named it 
‘Stormy Pink because of the grey calyx 
that appears behind each one of the 
creamy pink flowers. 


Height 1m. 

Growing conditions Sun and drainage. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 7. 

Origin Seedling from Special Plants. 
Season of interest June — October. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Persicaria orientalis 
A madcap annual. Stout bamboo-like 
stems shoot up to five or six feet and 


then send out flower heads so laden with 
deep-pink flowers that they cascade 
down, a waterfall of pink. They look 
perfectly silly swaying in the wind. The 
common name of kiss-me-over-the- 
garden-gate is pretty silly as well. Even 
germinating it is silly. It is an annual 
which is hard to grow from seed (until 
you realise it has to be grown fresh and 
kept cold up until it begins to 
germinate), but can sow itself prolifically. 


Height 1.5-1.8m. 

Growing conditions Sun and 

good drainage. 

Hardiness N/A, hardy annual. 

Origin India. 

Season of interest August — November. 


Verbena officinalis var. 
grandiflora Bampton’ 

A dark-purple-leaved form of an 
English native, the leaves get darker and 


darker as the year goes on. Unlike many 
dark-leaved plants, this one catches the 
light. The fine, purple leaves on their 
thin stems seem to shimmer. Loose 
heads of tiny pink flowers are like a mist 
over the whole plant. Looks wonderful 
on its own against pale gravel, but 
might disappear on dark soil or planted 
in among other plants. Found in the 
village of Bampton, Devon, where it 
had been self-seeding. 


Height 75cm. 

Growing conditions Sun and drainage. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4. 

Origin UK. 

Season of interest July —- November. 


Places 
to visit 


Derry shares some of her : 

; farmhouse, it was created 
favourite places to see over a period of 20 years by 
plants at their best. Roderick (Eric) and Joy 

Compton who bought the 


house in the 1950s. In spring 
there are magnificent 
magnolias, azaleas and 


Great Comp Garden in Kent 
is one of the most romantic 
and a lusciously planted 
gardens in the UK. Set 
around a 17th-century 


Argyranthemum 

‘Levada Cream’ 

Until recently this was called ‘Jamaica 
Primrose’. In a recent RHS trial, it was 
renamed ‘Levada Cream’ Apparently, the 
original ‘Jamaica Primrose’ had a deeper 
yellow flower and a greyer leaf. Whatever 
its name, it is the biggest, fastest growing, 
most floriferous of argyranthemums. 
Each plant will be a 90cm x 90cm mound 
of big, pale-yellow daisies, in bloom from 
June through October without hesitation 
or deviation. It is tender and gets too big 
to take inside, but cuttings are ridiculously 
easy to root and can be overwintered. 


Height 90cm. 

Growing conditions Full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H2, USDA 9. 

Origin Canary Islands. 

Season of interest June — October. 
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rhododendrons, but the joy 
of it for me is high summer 


PLANTOGRAPHY / ALAMY 


Thalictrum delavay! Album’ 
An elegant, pure white version of 
Thalictrum delavayi, its delicate 
maidenhair-fern-like leaves are a 
brighter green than the species. The 
airy foliage is delightful on its own, but 
then in July the whole plant is sprinkled 
with little round buds like pearls, which 
open out into ballerina skirts, the pure 
white petals flaring to reveal a cluster 
of pale cream anthers. In midsummer 
when everything else is starting to look 
a bit tired this remains as fresh and 
crisp as a May morning. 


Height 1.3m. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade. 
Good soil. Will need staking in shade. 
Hardiness RHS H7. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest July — August. 


when it is bursting with 
salvias, dahlias and cannas 
— fireworks of colour. And 
there's one of the best salvia 
nurseries in the country right 
on site. Great Comp Garden, 
Comp Lane, Platt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 8QS. 
Tel 01732 885094, 
greatcompgarden.co.uk. 
Open daily, llam-5pm, 
1 April — 31 October. 

Dove Cottage Nursery 
is perhaps my favourite 


Dahlia ‘Twyning’s After Eight’ 
I like dark-leaved dahlias, especially this one, 
with creamy white flowers in spectacular 
contrast to its leaves. You can almost taste 
the icy mint and bittersweet chocolate. It is 
vigorous and tough, surviving winter after 
winter in my garden, in flower from July 
through October. Even the seedheads are 
attractive — shiny, dark and pointed. It 
doesn’t need much staking, but it does grow 
big, probably 1.2m x 1.2m. Dark leaves can 
seem sombre but the simple white flowers 
keep this one ever cheerful. AGM. 


Height 1.2m. 

Growing conditions Full sun, good soil, 
mulch in winter, or lift tuber and store in 
frost-free conditions. 

Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 8. 

Origin Bred by Mark Twyning in UK. 
Season of interest July — October. 


nursery. Tucked away ina teasing the eye into 


Indigofera pendula 

Perhaps the most beautiful flowers of any 
shrub. Indigoferas are in the pea family and 
most of them produce masses of tiny pink 
flowers on this year’s growth so they are 
pruned hard every spring, sending out 
vigorous young shoots smothered in 
flowers in mid-summer. Indigofera pendula 
does that, but as the name suggests, the 
shoots are pendulous — long slender 
racemes of pink flowers with tiny lavender- 
grey buds cascading down like wisteria. 
The old stems need some support to 
prevent them cascading down as well. 


Height 2m. 

Growing conditions Sun, good drainage, 
not too windy. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 7. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest July — August. 


post-industrial bit of West 
Yorkshire, it is a shining 
example of great growing 
combined with a 
connoisseur's eye for a 
great plant. The adjoining 
garden is small but perfectly 
formed. Unusual plant 
combinations flow down the 
slope mingling and 
interweaving, hiding and 
then revealing details you 
never noticed before, 


appreciating the plants from 
every angle. Shibden Hall 
Rd, Halifax, West Yorkshire 
HX3 9XA. Tel 01422 203553, 
dovecottagenursery.co.uk. 
Open Wednesdays- 
Saturdays, 10am-5pm, 
A June — 27 September. 
Sussex Prairies 
is a grass garden ona 
mammoth scale. Big bold 
sweeps of grasses and 
well-chosen late summer 


MARIANE MAJERUS, PAUL AND PAULINE MCBRIDE 


I 


Sussex Prairies 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Cautleya spicata Robusta’ 

A ginger relative, Cautleya spicata, looks 
tropical but isn’t. Late to emerge, in June 
the sturdy dark red stems sprout tropical 
looking leaves rather like a canna. By 
August each stem is tipped with dark-red 
buds from which come brilliant yellow 
curved flowers like a cross between a 
salvia and an orchid. The flowers open 
over a period of several weeks. A month 
later the dark-red seedpods split open to 
reveal what look like gobs of cuckoo spit 
hiding the little black seeds. 


Height 1m. 

Growing conditions Moist, humus-rich 
soil, light shade. Plant the thick rhizomes 
about 10cm deep and mulch in winter. 
Hardiness USDA 7 if mulched. 

Origin Himalayas. 

Season of interest July — October. 


perennials swirl across a six- 
acre field, drawing you further 
and further in to explore what 
is around the next corner. 
Rusty iron buffaloes trek 
through the prairie, a 
reminder of the American 
origin of many of the plants. 
Morlands Farm, Wheatsheaf 
Road, Woodmancote, West 
Sussex BN5 QAT. Tel 01273 
495902, sussexprairies.co.uk. 
Open lpm-5pm, 31 May — 

12 October. 
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[TTALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2014: 3 Sept 

2015: 6 May, 20 May 


TUSCANY 


Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa 


Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 
2014: 21 Sept 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 


Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa 


Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
2014: 16 Sept 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2014: 18 Sept 


VENETO AND LAKE GARDA 


Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Padua, 


Villa Pisani and Verona 
2014: 16 Sept 


e@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


e@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


e@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 


@: @® Ate. we Si <DABTA 


READYHEDGE 


READY-SPACED, READY TO PLANT, READY WHEN YOU ARE. 


The Readyhedge range of 
instant hedging is unrivalled in 
the UK, produced to the highest 
standards and can be delivered 
just about anywhere to order. 


For more information, call today on 01386 750585 Email lindsay@readyhedge.com or visit www.readyhedge.com 


urban gardener 


Dreams of Italy 


Jojo's spade may be planted firmly in the soil of her east London allotment, 
but her head is filled with the scents and sights of a romantic Tuscan garden, 
and the nursery with a view that supplies many of its plants 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


Gardening makes pragmatists of us all. The 
tension between the ideal (what we would like 
to grow) and the real (what actually thrives) is 
the challenge that makes it such a consuming 
pastime. Sometimes the gap between practical 
reality and vision becomes frustratingly wide. 
In my garden I battle with shade cast by a 
30m-high Robinia that sucks my soil dry. By 
late August I have had enough and it is then 
that I escape into fantasy gardening. My 
daydreams inspired by the country I have 
been to most recently; on returning from 
Greece I designed a garden filled with giant 


agaves, and fig, pomegranate and lemon 
trees, it’s white-washed walls hung with 
jasmine and bougainvillea, all fed by a 
crystal stream running through the garden. 
A trip to Italy earlier this year has 
provoked another kind of garden, this time 
anchored in reality. The English painter Peter 
Bartlett lives in hermit-like seclusion on the 
side of a mountain high above the village of 
Pierle, in Tuscany. The village has terracotta- 
tiled roofs clustered around the walls of a 
creeper-clad medieval castle, complete with 
a crumbling tower. At 700 metres above sea 


level, on a hairpin bend in the road, is 
Peter’s tiny stone house. Beneath it are three 
shallow terraces of plants and herbs. The 
balcony view has no impediment until it 
reaches the shadowy blue outlines of the 
Umbrian hills on the horizon. 

The house is ancient, a post-Roman 
watchtower with a mysterious stone totem 
pole in the courtyard. In a studio opposite, 
Peter paints and when he is not painting he 
maintains this jewel-box garden with its 
stone steps, winding path and borders. 

The latter edged with dry-stone walls that [> 
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urban gardener 


“Peter takes inspiration from the wildly 
romantic Giardino di Ninfa outside Rome 
and there are lots of climbing roses 

as well as the silvery leaves of cardoons” 


[> Peter has built himself with slabs 

of white rock taken from the hillside. 
Although the garden is high up, the fold of 
the mountain valley creates a microclimate 
safe from hail and frost. Vegetables have 
been abandoned after foraging porcupines 
ravaged the crops one too many times but 
Peter has several pesce delle vigne (the 
vineyard peach). This peach self seeds 
whenever a stone is dropped and produces 
white-fleshed fruits of delicate flavour. 

When I visited in late April the 
borders were thick with deep-purple and 
white irises, banks of flowering rosemary 
(pink, white and blue), and the walls 
covered in swags of Clematis armandit 
with vigorous sweet peas beginning to 
scramble up. Peter takes inspiration from 
the wildly romantic Giardino di Ninfa 
outside Rome and there are lots of 
climbing roses as well as the silvery leaves 
of cardoons, Teucrium fruticans and 
Stachys byzantina contrasting with borage, 
Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’ and deep- 
purple Erysimum. Visit Peter’s open 
garden and studio in August and you will 
find the garden blazing with salvias and 
dotted with the carmine flowers of red 
flax, Linum grandiflorum. 

Peter’s ideal is to plant a garden that 
can maintain itself in this hot, dry climate 
with lots of self-seeding and not too 
much watering. In this he is helped by a 
remarkable nursery a half hour’s drive 
away in Umbria. The Vivaio Salto del Prete 
is just outside the ancient walled town of 
Citta della Pieve and is run by Lucia and 
her daughter Eugenia. The hilltop site is 
worth visiting for the view alone, and to 
wander through terraces packed with pots 
of roses, herbaceous perennials, shrubs, 
fruit trees and medicinal plants listening 
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to the drone of bees and the skitter of 
lizards on the impermeable fabric that 
lines the terraces. Most of the plants in 
Peter’s garden come from this nursery 
which, unusually for an Italian nursery, 
grows most of what it sells and is run on 
organic principles. Recently, it has been 
supplying Arne Maynard with plants as 
he creates an Umbrian garden nearby. 
The nursery has its own crumbling 
12th-century watch tower that Eugenia 
hopes one day to convert into a restaurant 
for her chef husband Christian. 

Over the road from the nursery is a 
sloping field where vegetables are grown 
to supply Bistrot del Duca, Christian’s 
small restaurant tucked under the city 
walls. It is here we went for an excellent 
lunch after packing up a trayload of plants 
that included the apothecary’s rose, Rosa 
gallica vax. officinalis. Soon we were 
drinking the crisp, white wine of local 
wine producers Duca Della Corgna and 
taking in yet another wonderful view, this 
time through arched windows. Saffron is 
grown locally on a small scale and my 
meal began with a delicate saffron risotto 
scattered with dried flowers (corn flower, 
rose, marigold) and ended with cantucci, 


coffee and a saffron liqueur. 


* Peter Bartlett’s garden and studio 
opens this year on 23-24 August. 
Carsena, Pierle, 145, Mercatale di 
Cortona, Arezzo, Italy. For details email 
peterbartlett@gmail.com 


¢ Vivaio Salto del Prete 
vivaiosaltodelprete.it, +39 0578 771168. 


¢ Bistrot del Duca 
Via Po di Mezzo, 3, 06062 Citta della 
Pieve, Perugia, Italy. +39 0578 298008. 


Silver gems 


Romantic is not a word | would use to describe my 
allotment’s setting, which borders a municipal 
dump, a main road and a skip processing plant. 
But the soil is rich and alluvial and the sloping site 
drains well. This year I’ve been growing cardoons 
both for their edible leaf stalks, which taste similar 
to globe artichokes, and for their flowers. Once a 
common English vegetable (it appears in 
18th-century cookbooks under the alternative 
spelling chardoon) it has fallen out of favour but 
should be grown both for its flavour and for its 
architectural interest in the vegetable plot. 
Growing up to two metres with large, purple 
thistle-like flowers, cardoons are a dramatic sight. 


When dried, cardoon stamens can be used as 

a vegetarian substitute for rennet to separate 
curds from whey. You could use this to make 

a simple fromage frais sweetened and served 
with fresh strawberries or a junket. The 
cheesemaker Mary Holbrook uses cardoon 
rennet to make her cheese Cardo, a cracked, 
orange rind with a yielding, moreish interior that is 
her take on the Portuguese Queijo Da Serra. Pick 
and dry the stamens (as purple as possible) then 
grind them and add them to warm water to infuse 
before filtering through a muslin. Use the tincture 
as you would rennet in simple curd cheese 
recipes. If you can get fresh goat's milk try that, if 
not then good-quality organic cow’s milk will do. 


Before you harvest your cardoons, you must first 
blanch them by earthing up or tying up the 
spreading stems with string. This year | intend to 
eat them boiled briefly and then stringed, as for 
celery, cut into sticks and dipped into a bagna 
cauda, a warm sauce of anchovies, olive oil and 
butter, in a gratin with cream and Parmesan, and 
a la Grecque, poached in white wine vinegar, olive 
oil, with bay leaves, lemon slices and fennel seeds. 


CED Natural Stone 


Would like to Apologise to Jo Thompson of Jo Thompson 
Landscape & Garden Design. In last months article 
published in Gardens Illustrated, it was incorrectly stated ' CARRIER COMPANY 
that the designer of the Perennial Garden at this years ee renee 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show was Fiona Silk. The designer 
of this Silver-Gilt award winning garden was in fact, Jo 
Thompson. Fiona Silk was the technical assistant and 
project managed the building of the garden. We are 
sorry for any confusion caused. 
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norfolk england 


Nationwide Depots 
www.ced.|td.uk 
enquiries@ced.Itd.uk WEBSITE: www. carriereémpanysco.uk 


Natural EMAIL: office@carriercompany.co suk oN ‘ ye 
St 01708 867237 PHONE: +44 (0) 1328 820699 
one ADDRESS: Church Farm House, Wighton, «Norfolk, NR23 1AL 


The only Royal 
aluminium zi Horticultural 
greenhouses Society 
endorsed by 
the RHS 


A New Generation of Greenhouses JULIANA 


Eden Halls Greenhouses Ltd | Cheltenham UK | T: 0800 772 0175 | www.julianagreenhouses.co.uk 
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gardening talent 


Simon Bagnall 


The gardens at Oxford University’s Worcester College have developed over centuries, 
and head gardener Simon is keen to keep the gardens looking fresh and interesting 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory Helping my grandfather in his 
vegetable garden, particularly harvesting potatoes and being 
amazed at the huge number of tubers hidden under the ground. 
First plant love Sowing, planting and growing sweet peas as an 
apprentice gardener. The lovely peas were planted with the annual 
Gypsophila paniculata, which worked brilliantly together and, of 
course, the scent of the sweet peas was amazing too. 


Horticultural studies | studied at Waterperry Gardens, Oxfordshire. 


Looking back | received a great foundation. | also worked under 

two great head gardeners, which really ignited my passion for plants 
and taught me to garden using bold and interesting planting — and 
to work hard but to have fun too. In more recent years | have been 
very lucky to be introduced to great gardeners and plantsmen who 
have shared their skills and plants with me so | guess | am still 
completing my apprenticeship. 

Who are your horticultural heroes Landscape designer Rupert 
Golby: he has a brilliant eye for detail and his gardens ooze class. 
Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Have the power 


of your convictions; don’t be afraid to experiment, and finally, rip it 
out and start again if it doesn't work! 

Describe your gardening style | love to work with interesting 
architectural plants and colour is always a very important element 
of my planting. | would describe my borders at Worcester College 
as being relaxed, but controlled, layered planting fills the borders, 
hopefully bringing hits of colour throughout the year. | love working 
with annuals and tender perennials and these are used throughout 
the college to bring colour, energy and soul to the borders. 
Favourite gardening task Experimenting with new plantings. For 
me there is nothing better than visiting nurseries and other gardens 
and coming back with new plants to grow in college. 

Favourite gardening blogs John Grimshaw's Garden Diary — 
johngrimshawsgardendiary.blogspot.co.uk. This blog is simply 
brilliant, fantastic images and John’s encyclopedic knowledge of 
plants is truly inspirational. 

Worcester College is open most days, 2-5pm. To check the 
college is open call 01865 278300. 


25 


GARDENS 


T DiDawes TR AT ED 


ree 30-day trial 


of the digital edition 


ILLUSTRATED 


%3a.\ SUMPTUOUS SALVIAS 
aN 16 of the best for¥Your garden 


GARDEN OR PARKING SPACE? 
How to combine both 


EXTENDING HE SUMMER 
r late colour 


s- - 
3 
eam 


re en=s, 


7 a 
a ye 


A must-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 
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CREATE STUNNING BASKETS SEASON 
AFTER SEASON WITH BLACKSMITH 


Hand forged from wrought iron, our range 
of baskets are beautifully styled and made 
to last for years to come. 


Discover the full Blacksmith range at 
your local garden centre 


www.blacksmithbaskets.co.uk 


small gardens 


Five fabulous gardens showcase some big ideas 
for making the most of a small space 
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Contents 


1 Design for living 
Textile designer Neisha Crosland’s stylish space 


2 Minimal space 
A tiny family garden for lovers of minimalism 


3 Wonderfully wild 
A peaceful retreat in the middle of a big city 


4 His dark materials 
Black is the new green in this sleek urban plot 


5 Private view 
Intimate planting and curvaceous design 


ARIANNE MAJERUS, HELEN FICKLING 


Design for living 


With an expert eye for colour and form, textile designer 
Neisha Crosland has created an eclectic garden out of a 
Space once occupied by several south London houses 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH PHOTOGRAPHS RACHEL WARNE 


nanondescript street in south 

London, behind the high walls of 

an old carriage works, is a series 
of interlocking outdoor rooms that form 
the heart of the home in which textile 
designer Neisha Crosland lives and works. 

Here the division between inside and out 
is highly fluid, painted patio doors fold back 
to open a flagstone-floored garden room to 
the elements. In the sitting room an oval 
window frames the six clipped holm oaks 
(Quercus ilex) in the small lawn. Glass and 
metal doors lead into the garden from every 
ground-floor room. At night the garden is lit 
up by scores of candles and lanterns. 

We enter the garden through the 
light-filled garden room with its round, 
marble table covered in beautiful sandstone 
vessels and small ceramic sculptures. Some 


What A series of small interlocking 
spaces, filled with beautiful objects, 
hidden behind high walls. 

Where South London. 

Size 20m x 20m (approx). 

Soil Bought in top soil. 

Special features Lawn with avenue 
of holm oaks, water feature. 
Designed by Sean Walter 
(theplantspecialist.co.uk). 


1 House 5 Box hedging balls 
2 Steps to lawn 6 Table 

3 Lawn 7 Water feature 

4 Square edging 8 Planters 
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are empty, others filled with dark-leaved 
bromeliads and glossy leaved Stephanotis 
floribunda; the room’s mix of trailing plants 
and exquisite ceramics is reminiscent of the 
French interior designer Madeleine Castaing, 
one of Neisha’s inspirations. 

Large, paved slabs further blur the 
boundary between inside and out and 
lead on to reclaimed Yorkstone setts, that 
garden designer Sean Walter calls ‘great 
loaves of stone. These form fat, stone 
cushions for the nine bespoke, square 
planters in galvanised steel, which are planted 
up in succession, first with tulips (T° ‘Black 
Parrot’ or T: ‘Queen of Night’) then alliums 
(A. hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation’) and 
finally with herbs, peppers and tomatoes. 

In this garden, full use is made of vertical 
as well as horizontal space. On the wallsa [> 


Neisha, with the help of desigher Sean 
Walter, has cleverly linked the different 
areas of the garden by using the Same 
reclaimed Yorkstone setts and repeat 

plantings of box hedge and olive trees. 


Turn your head and there 1s a distinctly 
Parisian air of chic to the vine dripping from wrought 
iron balconies and the miniature avenue of holm oaks 


[> well-grown vine (Vitis coignetiae), snakes 
from one side of the house to the other, 
covering garden balconies and walls before 
reappearing through a small hole to be 
trained along horizontal wires. It works as a 
kind of living wallpaper. At waist height more 
pots (collected over many years) filled with 
ferns, sedums and oxalis sit on the marble 
topped cupboards that hide electricity and 
water meters. Outside the kitchen window, 
just a few steps from the cooker, is a vast, 
circular table, cast in rough concrete aggregate 
by artist Rachel Schwalm, at which many of 
the family meals are eaten. The dining area 
feels like a natural extension of the kitchen 
rather than a separate outside space. 

At the corner of the house an olive 
tree, clipped unorthodoxly for a straggly 


see-through look, (reminiscent of one of 
Neisha’s nature-inspired wallpapers). On 

the other side of the steps is a square bed, 
edged with box containing deep-purple irises 
and the small, multi-stemmed tree Cercis 
canadensis ‘Forest Pansy. Beneath 

the buttressed-brick walls, topped with 

pots holding Agave americana, are two long 
borders dotted with box balls and annuals. 
Watering is a problem in this garden. The 
beds can get very dry, and while automatic 
watering favours annuals it can cause 
problems with blight for the many box plants 
dotted throughout the garden. The number 
of annuals planted varies from year to year. 
This year Geum “Totally Tangerine’ blazes 

out in several beds but in previous years the 
beds have been sown with night-scented = [> 


ly pruned trees, sfeiadin ie pirate’ 
ercis canadensis ; Forest Pansy’ make 


Plump box balls beneath the 
kitchen window echo square 
box hedging around an olive tree. 
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Beauty entwined is a good way of 
describing this highly original garden, it ts 
a triumphant mixture of influences 


>> Nicotiana and the small, red, Mexican 
sunflower, Tithonia rotundifolia. “T just love 
orange more and more,’ says Sean, “it goes so 
well with green.” Neisha is very much involved 
with this garden’s day-to-day health (with the 
help of maintenance company Planet Turf). 
She lets out a cry of anguish when she spots 
some box blight and bemoans the lack of 
time she has for weeding. 

As we leave I look into Neisha’s studio 
and notice a design for one of her new 
nature-inspired wallpapers. This one, 
called ‘Blackberry, has twists of leaves and 
fat berries entwined. Beauty entwined is a 
good way of describing this highly original 
garden, it is a triumphant mixture of 
influences; olive trees and trailing rosemary 
evoke Provence, while a series of small 
joined spaces and tassels hanging from a 
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door handle suggest Morocco. Turn your 
head and there is a distinctly Parisian air of 
chic to the vine dripping from wrought iron 
balconies and the miniature avenue of holm 
oaks, under which pétanque and croquet are 
played. Look through into the sitting room 
and the luxurious fabrics, wide-brimmed 
lamps and gold-painted wall panels give a 
hint of old Hollywood glamour. Neisha 
Crosland’s work may keep her extremely 
busy but this garden reveals an equal 
capacity for the good things in life. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

To find out more about how Neisha's garden 
informs her work as a designer of textiles, 
ceramics and wallpapers visit Neisha’s 
website at neishacrosland.com 


TURNING THE 
OUTSIDE IN 


Borrow some of Neisha’s ideas for linking 
house and garden to create a sense of space 


Don’t be afraid of using colour in the 
garden. Neisha’s window frames (1) are 
painted emerald green, providing contrast to 
the yellow greens of the ferns and vine leaves. 


Blur the boundaries between garden and 
house. In Neisha’s garden room (2) flagstone 
flooring helps to link the room to the outside 
terrace, while the floral pattern on the wall 
echoes the vine clambering across the outside 
walls. Plants, in sandstone pots from Robert 
Kime (robertkime.com), and an ammonite-like 
sculptural pot by ceramicist Matthew 
Chambers (matthewchambers.co.uk) on top 
of the marble table add to the natural theme. 


Locate an eating area near the house to 
make it feel more like an extension of the 
house. By placing a table (3) on the terrace 
close to the kitchen, Neisha has ensured that 
many summer meals are eaten here. The Ron 
Arad chairs, from Habitat, would also work in 
an interior setting but Neisha has treated their 
legs to give a corroded look that fits with the 
industrial finish of the concrete table. 


Be imaginative with garden furnishings to 
give your outside spaces a more individual 
style that will reflect the décor of your home. 
This antique mirror (4) not only helps to 
create an illusion of space it also reflects the 
luxuriance of Neisha’s interiors. Neisha 
sources many of her garden's covetable 
objects, including lanterns, benches and 
stone vases from flea markets and antique 
shops, such as Core One Antiques 
(coreoneantiques.com) in Chelsea. 


Use windows to frame an outside space. This 
oval window (5) turns the view of the lawn, 
with its clipped holm oaks, into a living picture. 
The walls are painted with cherry blossom on 
a gold background, which once again brings 
garden and interior closer together. 


Decorate garden walls with colours and 
patterns that echo interior walls. To cover the 
hut that contains the house's air-conditioning 
unit, Neisha has used granite panels (6) on to 
which the artist Paul Clifford has shot-blasted 
the fern pattern of one of her wallpaper 
designs. The panels, which were originally 
commissioned for her Chelsea Green shop, 
work beautifully with the maidenhair vine 
(Muehlenbeckia complexa). 
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small garden 2 


Minimal space 


Donna French used design company Modular to transform 
a tiny sloping garden into a stylish space and create a 
seamless boundary with her minimalist home 


WORDS CAMILLA PHELPS PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 


onna French’s garden is an 
extension of her minimalist London 
townhouse. With an open-plan 
kitchen and living room boasting full-width 
glass doors, the garden is integral to the 
overall living space. By using a pared back 
look and cohesive palette of materials, the 
design company Modular ensured a seamless 
aesthetic between the house and garden. 
Donna is a successful theatrical agent, 
while her husband has a contemporary 
furniture auction house. With two young 
daughters, life is busy. Donna loves her garden 
because it allows her to be very hands-off and 
still have a stylish outdoor space. “All I have to 
do is cut the grasses back once a year.” 
Originally, access to the garden was via a 
single ground-floor door that led to a dated 
rockery with nowhere to sit. The couple 


rearranged the ground floor, converting a 
garage into a kitchen and main living space, 
then turned their attention to the garden. 
“We had lots of ideas and knew what we 
wanted to achieve. Our big issue was how do 
we get a garden that the children can use and 
how can we tie things in with the concrete 
floors indoors,” says Donna. 

The house is on a steep slope so the 
designers first consideration was dealing with 
the change in levels. They replaced the upper 
area with hardwood decking and the existing 
steps were reclad with grey, sawn, sandblasted 
sandstone. The result is very sculptural, with 
large containers of Miscanthus sinensis 
‘Gracillimus’ breaking up the dominant 
retaining wall next to the steps, while the upper 
level provides the perfect display area for two 
curvaceous sun loungers in bright yellow. 


KEY ELEMENTS 


What Contemporary city garden. 
Where North London. 

Size 5.8m x 10m (upper decked area 
5.8m x 5.3m). 

Soil Improved London clay. 

Special features A two-tier geometric 
design that looks deceptively spacious. 
Designed by Modular 
(modulargarden.com). 


1 House 5 Grasses 

2 Sandstone patio 6 Planting bed 
3 Sculpture 7 Decking 

4 Steps 8 Bamboos 


nee 


The garden is overlooked, but by creating 
a more enclosed lower courtyard, the 
designers afforded the family some privacy. 
The planting is distinctly minimal, low 
maintenance and provides year-round 
structure. A line of bamboo (Phyllostachys 
aurea) screens the back wall and two large 
phormiums (salvaged from the original 
garden) provide height to the side of the 
decking. The black grass Ophiopogon 
planiscapus ‘Nigrescens’ provides groundcover. 

This minimal style garden doesn’t look 
like a family garden in the traditional sense, 
but it works suprisingly well for the children, 
who scooter in and out of the house with 
ease, and have room to throw a ball. As 
Donna says: “We wanted somewhere to give 
us air, light and somewhere nice to look at; 
and it gives us all those things.” 


TIPS FOR SMALL 
GARDENS 


How to make the most of a small space 

1 View level changes as an opportunity. 
They help define areas within a garden 
without the need for vertical structures. 

2 Choose plants that earn their keep. 
Sarcococca confusa delivers good evergreen 
structure, scent in winter and berries in summer. 
3 Bulbs are great value in small spaces. Plant 
for accent and to punctuate the seasons. 

4 Combine seating and storage with a 
built-in bench when space is at a premium. 

5 Use bamboos or low-level trees for 
practical and economical solutions to privacy. 


37 


ad 
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Wonderfully wild 


Using a gardening style she calls“minimally 
managed wilderness” Angela Kreeger has created 
an oasis of calm in her north London garden 


WORDS JODIE JONES PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 
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here are many terraced houses in 

north London like the one in which 

Angela Kreeger lives. A Victorian 
blend of brick and stucco, it stands out from 
its slightly dilapidated neighbours partly 
because of the stylish, sea-green paint on the 
front door, but mostly for the immaculate 
raised bed, crammed with soft fruit and 
vegetables, that fills its tiny front garden. 

But the extent of Angela’s green fingers 
only really becomes apparent once you pass 
through the house and emerge into the 
garden that is her joy, and was the main 
reason she bought the house 15 years ago. 

Even at this time of year, when so many 
gardens succumb to a late-summer slump, 
Angela’s garden sings with colour and 
interest. Hydrangea quercifolia and fragrant 
clerodendrum, the prehistoric flower spikes 


KEY ELEMENTS 


What Wildlife-friendly garden 

backing on to a railway track. 

Where North London. 

Size 9m x 24m. 

Soil Friable and rich near the house — the 
possible legacy of the ‘Dig for Victory’ 
campaign — heavy clay at the rear. 


Special features Colourful herbaceous x 


border, wild area at rear. 


6 Glass screen 
7 Greenhouse 
8 Oak tree 


1 House 

2 Pebble terrace 
3 Scaffolding poles 
4 Herbaceous beds 


5 Pebble terrace 10 Dining shelter 


9 Glass sculpture 


of Acanthus mollis and the profusion of 
pretty Anemone x hybrida ‘September 
Charm? vie for attention with sunny yellow 
Rosa Graham Thomas (= ‘Ausmas’), hot 
red Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ and the beautiful 
Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Firetail’ 

A ribbon of lawn leads through these 
bulging flower beds, under an informal 
pergola made, unexpectedly, from 
scaffolding poles and toughened glass 
panels, through to the bottom half of the 
garden. This is former railway land, 
dominated by a massive hollow oak, one of 
several mature trees. It sits on a gentle, green 
mound where Angela has sited a sculptural 
sliver of stained glass that sparkles with 
colour in the afternoon sunlight. 

Angela describes her garden style as 
“minimally managed wilderness. But if [> 
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Varying shades of pink4erennials, 
sadtallfts Werte knatttiaand . | 
échinacea, underscore Arigéla’s overflowing : 
herbaceous border. Shrubs include the 
pretty pink. Clerodendrum Bunge; and white 
‘Hydrangea paniculata 'Grandiflora® 


An informal bench, made from an old 
railway sleeper, provides a shady viewpoint 
for Angela’s stained. glass sculpture. 


“In gardens, as with ceramics, I am 
suspicious of perfection. I like to see the 
maker’s hand in everything” 


[> things are looking disheveled, it must be 
my kind of disheveled. I can’t see the point 
of living with ugly things.” 

When Angela first moved in, the garden 
was an object lesson in what not to do. “There 
was one curvy raised bed, a scruffy lawn and a 
washing line. That was all,” she says. 

Then, as now, her inspirations came from 
constant stimulation. “T look, I read, I have 
ideas. I love the work of Piet Oudolf, Tom 
Stuart-Smith and Dan Pearson. And when I 
decide I want a certain plant I will go to great 
lengths to get it. Last summer I battled to 
Marchants Hardy Plants in a downpour 
because I was desperate for grasses. That’s 
when I got Panicum virgatum Shenandoah.” 

This charming golden grass now grows in 
one of her favourite pots. Alongside gardening, 


Angela has a passion for ceramic art, and there 
are a number of treasures dotted through the 
garden, ranging from an eye-catching, sky-blue 
ceramic sphere, splattered with white, by 
Patricia Volk, to a collection of organic 

pebble shapes, stamped with symbols that 

she bought from the graduation show of 
ceramicist Hannah Bennett. 

At the end of the garden is a lovely 
dining shelter, its roof covered in sedums 
and sempervivums. The ground is boggy 
here and gunnera and flag iris thrive 
alongside ferns and cornus in cool green 
profusion. Once again, the slight air of 
chaos is entirely intentional. “In gardens 
as with ceramics, I am suspicious of 
perfection,” says Angela. “I like to see the 
maker’s hand in everything.” 


CREATING A CALM RETREAT 


Angela's tips for creating calm in your garden 


1 Be generous with planting. Angela says the most essential element for creating a feeling of 
calm is lots and lots of plants. “The aim is to feel embraced and cocooned by the garden.” 


2 Don’t be afraid of tall plants in small spaces. Dwarf cultivars can leave your garden feeling 
barren and exposed. Near the house Angela grows her “favourite plant in the whole world” 
Cephalaria gigantea, the airy but statuesque two-metre, yellow daisy loved by Tom Stuart-Smith. 


3 Divide up the space to create different areas. Angela designed an effective and inexpensive 
pergola from scaffolding poles. Ten years on, it is covered in clematis and other climbers. 


4 Don’t write off any part of the garden as ‘dead space’ Angela transformed the narrow side 
return of her terrace house into a glorious focal point complete with green-roofed wood store 
and hot-pink table and chairs. To hide the concrete, she laid stone slabs and pebbles on top. 


5 Give yourself places within the garden to sit and enjoy it. Angela has incorporated several 
different sitting areas, including the dining area at the end of the garden, a simple bench made 
from a reclaimed railway sleeper and a painted seat beneath an apple tree. 
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His dark materials 


Designer Chris Moss has opted for a stylish combination 
of green and black in his own south London garden, 
proving dark doesn't have to mean gloomy 


WORDS TIM RICHARDSON PHOTOGRAPHS MARCUS HARPUR 


mall gardens are often posited as 

‘problems; which therefore require 

‘solutions. But the moody south 
London garden of designer Chris Moss 
stands as an admirable corrective to this 
assumption, proving that a strong sense of 
atmosphere can decisively trump what the 
garden design books advise about clever 
groundplans and leisure activities. 

“I suppose I am a bit obsessed with 
black,” Chris admits, with reference to the 
visitor’s immediate impression of dark-green, 
textural plantings offset by black paintwork. 
“Green and black go really well together,” he 
observes, his black-and-green aesthetic 
established as soon as the visitor steps outside 
the back door — or even before that, since the 
garden is approached via a passageway that 
enhances the door’s role as a framing 


device. A single large tree fern and clipped 
box balls in pots edge a steep, short flight of 
steps up to a terrace carved out of the raised 
retaining wall, inherited by Chris when he 
moved in eight years ago. Black-painted 
brickwork and black furniture is offset by 
two screens of green-stemmed bamboo set 
against a slatted and uplit screen. 

This raised seating area, which acts as 
a kind of portal to the rest of the garden, is 
almost overwhelmed by a rich mix of 
herbaceous material, including euphorbias, 
alliums, geraniums, geums, phlomis, 
interweaving fennel and a single rogue 
purple-leaved heuchera that Chris 
has cleverly retained to mark the point 
where the path bends. 

“T like as much green as possible,” Chris 
says, “though there’s a lot of white later in [> 


KEY ELEMENTS 


What Moody, west-facing town garden. 
Where South London. 

Size 22m x 5m (approx). 

Soil Free-draining sandy soil. 

Special features Cloud-pruned hedge, 
black-and-green aesthetic. 

Designed by Chris Moss 
(chrismossgardens.com). 


1 House 

2 Dining well 

3 Seating area 

4 Cloud-pruned box 


5 Beech hedge 
6 Curved path 


8 Bench 


kon 


7 Vegetable garden 
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Chris's desire for few straight lines is accentuated 
by the cloud-pruned box hedge, which runs along 
the south side of the space like a Hokusai wave 


[> the season.” He particularly rates the white 
Sanguisorba ‘Burr Blanc —“a lot of the 
sanguisorbas go all elongated and frothy, 
dissolving into a big wodge of cotton wool, 
but this one stays compact” — and Gillenia 
trifoliata, Rosa Silver Ghost (= ‘Kormifari’), 
for its glossy foliage. The north-facing side of 
the garden includes scented plants, including 
sarcococca and daphnes. 

Chris says that the idea with the planting 
has been to keep everything at just below 
head height, since a sense of a canopy is 
provided by sycamore and field maple, which 
dominate the far end of the garden. He has 
taken out many of his grasses (notably 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Morning Light’) because 
they take up too much space, though several 
clumps of molinia have been retained. 

Chris’s desire for very few straight lines 
in the garden is accentuated by the cloud- 
pruned box hedge, which runs along the 
south side of the space like a Hokusai wave. 
This is a bold move in a small space, but it 
works well because of the sense of flow it 
introduces, and the hedge is of course 
evergreen. “I think it makes the garden feel a 
lot wider,” Chris adds. The box is backed by 


a beech hedge that Chris is encouraging into 
an equally amorphous shape. 

The veg patch, which occupies the 
central part of the garden, includes onions, 
salad leaves, courgettes, leeks, potatoes and 
French beans, but is not intended as a place 
to linger (there are no seats), and the path 
propels the visitor on and and into the far 
end of the garden. Here the trees lend shade, 
of course, which is the bane of many a city 
garden, but they also introduce a certain 
moodiness. Chris has capitalised on this 
with plantings of Euphorbia amygdaloides 
var. robbiae, hellebores and Tellima 
grandiflora, all of which can be contemplated 
in a spirit of fruitful melancholia from a 
rustic bench, scented by sarcococca bushes. 
In spring the area is given zing by orange 
tulips, crocuses and other bulbs, while 
hydrangeas lend colour in late summer. 

So many small gardens made by 
professional designers suffer from an over- 
demarcated and sub-divided feel. Here the 
transitions are so well handled that they do 
not feel like transitions at all: everything is 
subordinate to a seamless narrative tone and 


a strong presiding atmosphere. 


HOW TO CREATE INTEREST 


IN A SMALL GARDEN 


Follow Chris Moss’s three golden rules for adding a touch of panache to a small garden: 


1 Groundplan is not everything. Do not imagine that ‘variety’ is necessarily the key 


when dealing with a small garden. A strong tone extrapolated through the whole space 


can work very well, as in Chris's garden, which has an intriguingly dark and moody feel 


that draws the visitor into the space. 


2 Artefacts that are not sculpture. A focal sculpture can be rather overbearing in a 


small space; consider using a series of identical objects — just as Chris has used a trio 


of empty clay pots set against backlit trellis. 


3 Think big. Chris's cloud-pruned hedge, which runs down most of one side of the garden, 
imparts a real sense of character to the space. Yes, it takes up Space that could otherwise 
be used for more ornamental gardening, but ultimately it adds to the intensity of what 
herbaceous planting there is. 
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Private view 


Andy Sturgeon has curvaceously combined wood, 
stone and plants to create an intimate London garden 
that makes the most of its stunning river views 


WORDS ANNE DE VERTEUIL PHOTOGRAPHS HELEN FICKLING 


view on to water has to be one of these three strands meet, cross and intertwine 
A the most coveted settings for any they form areas for plants and seating. 

garden, and when that garden is At one time the house had been a school 
in the heart of the capital city, itis something —_and its garden — the former playground — 
special. Andy Sturgeon’s design for Jo and presented an empty canvas. It covers two 
David Briggs’s London garden takes full plots, and at 9m is unusually wide. Although 
advantage of its fabulous position leading the house retains its Edwardian facade, its 
down to Thames but adds that bit more. interior is modern and the garden needed to 


His starting point was the river. “We know __ reflect this, hence Andy’s use of natural 
the Thames to be a meandering form,’ Andy —_ materials within the clean, contemporary 
says, “but what you see of it from the garden lines of the design. 


is actually a rectangle of water, with no real One particularly influential factor on 
connections between garden and river.” the layout was legislation calling for new 

The design, he felt, could establish this developments on the river to allow for 
connection both literally and metaphorically —_ flooding. To comply with this, a bund 
by using lines that flow through the garden wall was constructed close to the house, 
like tributaries to a river. The result is a and the path elevated, to accommodate 
beautifully organic design that hangs on three _ possible flood-water at garden level. 
main elements — a snaking path, a serpentine Jo and David’s initial brief to Andy 
rill and a ribbon of yew hedge — and where included water in some form (preferably [> 


KEY ELEMENTS 


What Riverside garden. 

Where Southwest London. 

Size 9m x 33m (approx). 

Soil London clay and imported topsoil. 
Special features View and connection 
to the river. 

Designed by Andy Sturgeon 
(andysturgeon.com). 


1 House 5 Perennial planting 
2 Steps 6 Water feature 

3 Evergreen planting 7 Decking 

4 Bench 8 Sunken fire pit 
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Three copper spouts mark 
the Source of the rill, adding 
movement and sound. 


For Jo, it’s the adventure of moving through 
the garden she most enjoys; walking along the path, 
taking in the plants, before arriving at the river 


> not from the river), areas for sitting and 
full planting with a naturalistic feel. Andy 
planted three river birch (Betula nigra) near 
the end of the garden to introduce height 
and a group of Amelanchier lamarckii form 
an arc around an oval of deck that gets full 
sun; in both cases, their slender forms and 
light canopies allow views through to the 
river. In front of the curving yew hedge a 
bed of tall perennials and grasses tops hedge 
height in summer, and evergreen and 
berried shrubs bring spots of late-season 
colour at the garden edges. 

These elements fit effortlessly into the 
design, whose main flow and purpose is 
always directed towards the river. Arriving at 
the river wall, comfortable chairs are 
arranged for the wonderful views of the great 
sweep of the Thames as it flows down to 
Wandsworth. Or you can perch on the river 
wall itself for a close-up of river life and the 
antics of wading birds and ducks, which, Jo 


GET THE LOOK 


says, have been known to lose their bearings 
occasionally and sail up the rill. 

Andy sometimes uses the design to 
illustrate his talks and says it never ceases to 
surprise him how people connect with it. 
Why does he think that is? “Given the recent 
fashion for grids, straight lines and pleached 
trees,” he says, “there’s been something of a 
tendency towards lazy design that’s easy to 
copy and therefore can become formulaic. 
It’s harder to do something with curves, and 
more expensive too, so you need the 
opportunity, and the clients wanted 
something curvaceous.” 

For Jo, it’s the adventure of moving 
through the garden she most enjoys; walking 
along the path, taking in the plants, before 
arriving at the river where you can sit and 
look at it. That and the sound and movement 
of the water as it drops from the spouts into 
the rill. “I'm very happy with the garden,” 


she says. “It gives us enormous pleasure.” 


This is a sophisticated design that relies on unity of materials and top-quality 


craftsmanship. The overall effect is calm and relaxing, and even without a river view, it’s a 
look that can be achieved by restraint and repetition. The path is Indian sandstone, almost 
white so that it appears to drift out to the river where it links to the coping stones on the 
river wall. The retaining walls in Purbeck stone, provide a satisfying textural contrast to the 
smooth surfaces of path and water. Accessories are kept simple, and themes repeated, 
from the black garden furniture to the planters from Urbis (urbisdesign.co.uk). The 
decking is made of cedar, which weathers to a silvery grey in time. Lighting is used to 
dramatise the garden at night, with simple recessed uplighters near the house and 
underwater lights gently illuminating the rill at the point where water flows out from three 
copper spouts. The yew hedge acts as a piece of living architecture, reinforcing the lines of 
the path and rill as well as providing a dark backdrop for the flowers in the perennial 
border. Well-placed trees in small groups add height but allow light and views through. The 
key is to be selective and keep it simple. 
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In brief 


What Hardy perennials,currently, with SN 
dézen \species and cultivars available. oe} 
Origins Originating insunny, dry habitats'with 
a continentalclimate, Europe and central Asia. 
Season Earlyaelinetler, often with repéat Mauer ’ 
in early autumn. 

Size'Most are 30-50cm tall, with similar 
spread, although somecan grow up to/m, 
Conditions Any sunny, well-drained site, some 
tolerance of light shade. Ideal for HotRdry» 
locations. DislikeSummer humidity:, ‘i 
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myself standing on a hillside that 
appeared to be stained purple by a flower 
growing in clumps. The flower was Salvia 
nemorosa, and as I looked closer, I could see it 
had such an incredible level of variation, that 
in about half an hour I could easily have 


Noél Kingsbury 


is a designer and 
writer, whose 
garden on the 
Welsh borders 
reflects his 


selected out half a dozen variants that could 

be first-rate and distinct new garden cultivars. 
Salvia is a huge and varied genus of 

perennials and small shrubs with origins 


around the world. The flowers P'd been 
admiring were part of a small group of 
Eurasian herbaceous species that are among 
the most resilient and toughest of garden 
perennials. A year after my Kyrgyzstan 
visit, I was driving down an autobahn just 
south of Vienna when I saw S. nemorosa, 
flowering profusely in the unpromising 
conditions of the central reservation. 

Collectively known as ‘meadow sages; 
these species have characteristically 


passion for 
wild-style planting 


blue-purple flowers in dense spikes and 
thrive in dry situations — very dry. Our rare 
British native, S. pratensis, will grow in a few 
centimetres of soil over clifftop rock. 
S. nemorosa and a number of similar species 
are characteristic of dry meadows and similar 
habitats in central and eastern Europe right 
the way across to western China. All have a 
distinct, herby smell, reminiscent of the 
common culinary and medicinal sage, 
S. officinalis. In the past the bactericidal and 
astringent qualities of these species would 
have made them useful for herbal medicine, 
although probably only when the true sage 
was unavailable. Shades of blue and purple 
are the default colours, but there is a great 
deal of natural variation. Mutant forms 
that miss out on certain pigments can end 
up with pink or white flowers. 

For gardeners, the meadow sages have a 
very useful characteristic: not only do they 
perform spectacularly well in a short growing 


4 be - 
© SSINEMOROSA “CARADONNA ' ’ 
‘ - 
\ A designer favourite, its dark-purple 
* .stems can make the colour of its 


flowers seem even more intense; 
creating a-salvia with real impact. _« [EEeeteTacalte 

; —— 5 of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 
given where available. 


Anew, and Véry highly regarded, = 
German-bred variety. 
45-60cm. AGM*. USDA 4a-9b?. - 


season, they can do so again later on in the [> 
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[> year. In continental climates, they flower 
in early summer after a period of rapid 
growth in spring, but by late summer they 
tend to become dormant. Here in the UK, 
where summer frequently gives enough 
moisture for growth to continue, you can 
cut them back and wait for a second 
flowering in late summer. With a compact 
habit and reasonably tidy good looks after 
flowering, they make ideal border plants, 
and on dry soils will co-exist successfully 
with rough grass. The quality of the group 
can be judged from the total of 12 Royal 
Horticultural Society Awards of Garden 
Merit they’ve won over the years. 

Our garden salvia genepool is 
dominated by S. nemorosa, which has been 
crossed over the years with several similar 
species. Two hybrid species — S. x superba, 
and S. x sylvestris — are recognised, although 
most gardeners will be more interested in 
the many cultivars, such as S. x sylvestris 
“‘Tanzerin and S. x sylvestris ‘Viola Klose’ 
(see right), of these hybrids. There are also 
some related species of quieter beauty, 
which are good for drier places and some, 
such as S. forskahlii, have rather fine foliage. 
One, a selection of S. verticillata, called 
‘Purple Rain; is a dusky, matt-purple 
colour, which is rare among garden plants. 

Surprisingly, although S. nemorosa has 
been in cultivation since the 18th century, 
no one did any serious breeding until the 
1960s. The German nurseryman Karl 
Foerster, whose nursery just outside Berlin 
had sheltered several Jewish and 
communist employees during the Second 
World War, did see its potential and in 1949 
he gave a packet of its seed to a young 
gardener who had just returned from being 
a prisoner-of-war in Britain. The young 
gardener was Ernst Pagels, who went on to 
become one of the great plant breeders of 
the 20th century and who is responsible 
for some of the best S. nemorosa cultivars. 

There’s a lot of interest in meadow 
sages at the moment, partly because they’re 
so useful in the large-scale planting 
schemes that are currently popular in many 
parts of mainland Europe. As a result we 
should expect to see even more good 
cultivars emerge in future years, especially 
if nurseries can get hold of some of those 
central Asian variants I so admired back on 
that hillside in Kyrgyzstan. 


Noél's recommendations for European salvias 
continue over the next six pages. 
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SALVIA NEMOROSA ‘OSTFRIESLAND’ 
Named after the German province East Frisia 
or Eastern Friesland that was the home of 
breeder Ernst Pagels, this is one of the oldest 
cultivars but still regarded as one of the finest. 
30-45cm. AGM. USDA 3a-8b. 


S. X SYLVESTRIS ‘VIOLA KLOSE’ 

An intensely purple, small cultivar, bred by 
Pagels that looks excellent when grown 
alongside yellow flowers. The cultivar 
‘Mainacht' (See page 55) is very similar 
but more blue. 15-30cm. USDA 7a-11. 


S. PRATENSIS ‘INDIGO’ 

A darker form of a relatively tall species that 
can be found across Europe. It can be grown 
on very thin soils and even on green roofs, 
although in such cases will then be much 
shorter. 50cm-1m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-11. 


S. VERTICILLATA ‘PURPLE RAIN’ 
Amidsummer flower that has one of the 
most unusual colours among perennials. 
It has a tendency to sprawl out more than 
some, and is not always long-lived. 
45-60cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-10b. 


S. X SYLVESTRIS ‘TANZERIN’ 
Its name is German for ‘dancer, 
and this very pretty, shorter lilac 
cultivar looks lovely cavorting in 
among green foliage. Like all 
salvias, it is prone to snail damage 
but usually resistant to deer and 
rabbits. 30-50cem. AGM. RHS H/7, 
USDA 4a-9b. 
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S. NEMOROSA ‘WESUWE’ 

Taking its name from Mount 
Vesuvius, this erect-growing salvia 
seems to erupt with gloriously rich 
colour. Its dark stems and dark 
Calyces both add to the intensity of 
the purple. 45-60cm. USDA 5a-8b. 


GAP PHOTOS / TOMMY TONSBERG 


S. NEMOROSA ‘LUBECCA’ 
Asmall-growing salvia that’s ideal for a tight 
spot. ln common with all of these salvias, it 
stays compact at the front of a border, but 
gets taller if surrounded by other plants. 
30-50cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4. 


S. TRANSSYLVANICA ‘BLUE SPIRE’ 

With good, blue flowers, this is somewhat later 
flowering than many of this enormous 
cosmopolitan genus. Taller than most, it has 
extremely good, slightly silvery foliage. 

lm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-11. 


S. X SYLVESTRIS ‘BLAUHUGEL’ 

This extremely compact cultivar is one of the 
closest to true blue; its name translates as 
‘blue mound: Particularly long-flowering, it’s 
a hard-working addition to a summer border. 
30-50cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4. 


— 
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S. X SYLVESTRIS ‘MAINACHT’ 

One of the best of the European salvias for 
general garden use. It is especially compact 
and, if cut back, will reliably repeat flower. In 
1997 it was named USA Perennial of the Year. 
30-50cm. AGM. USDA 4a-9b. 
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Cultivation 

Full sun is essential for growing salvias, 
although some species show some 
tolerance of shade, especially at lower 
latitudes. In the right conditions most 
species and cultivars will live to more 
than ten years, although this is not 
always the case. It's possible that 
less-than-perfect drainage and high 
fertility may shorten their life span. 
Salvias are tolerant of drought, and 
although they die back early in very dry 
summers, they may re-grow with cooler, 
wetter, autumn weather. They flourish 
on poor stony soils, with a tolerance of 
alkalinity, making them useful for soils 
containing building rubble. However, 
they'll also do well in average-to-fertile 
and moist, but well-drained, soils. 

lf cut back moderately after their first 
flowering, most cultivars will repeat 
flower in late summer. 

All may be easily propagated from 
cuttings, pulled carefully off the crown, 
as growth begins in spring. Seed also 
germinates easily, but the plants may 
not breed true. 

They are generally pest and disease 
free, but in climates with hot and humid 
summers, may suffer from fungal 
diseases. They are also prone to slug 
and snail damage. 


Planting companions 
Salvias’ natural companions are also 
plants from dry, calcareous soils. 
Geranium sanguineum and Dictamnus 
albus, which are both species often 
found growing alongside it in nature, 
work well, as does the crimson Knautia 
macedonica. In terms of colour, a 
classic combination is to complement 
the blue-purple tones of salvias with 
yellow. Both the golden Achillea 
filipendulina and bright-yellow Potentilla 
fruticosa are natural habitat 
companions, as is the running 
Euphorbia cyparissias. Shorter 
Eryngium species work well, as do 
larger Dianthus. In nature, the magenta 
D. carthusianorum flowers alongside 
salvias but a month or two later, as 
does Aster amellus, of which several 
cultivars are available, although in a 
similar colour range to salvias. The 
yellow and drought-tolerant Coreopsis 
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verticillata is a good companion for 

a second, late-summer flowering. Blue 
salvias look wonderful next to pink 
Geranium enaressii, and complement 
earlier-flowering Hemerocallis. Shorter 
and drought-tolerant grasses are good 
companions, for example the smaller 
species of Stipa, Nassella tenuissima or 
Sporobolus heterolepis. 

Mediterranean sub-shrubs, such as 
lavenders, cistus and santolinas, will 
flourish in similar conditions and have 
a comparable scale and shape. The 
predominant palette of blues and 
purples means they can easily be 
matched with the silver foliage plants 
so useful on dry soils, while upright, 
yellow-flowered Verbascum species 
offer contrast in colour and form. 

In averagely fertile and moist soils, 
you can grow these meadow sages 
alongside many other perennials. The 
only proviso is that they must not be 
swamped by taller or more aggressively 


spreading species. 


Further reading 

The Gardener's Guide to Growing Salvias 
by John Sutton (David & Charles, 1999). 
Definitive guide, but now out of print. 
Try second-hand bookshops for a copy. 


Where to see and buy 
There's no nursery specialising in this 
group of salvias although the following 
have a good selection. 


* The Beth Chatto Gardens 
Elmstead Market. Colchester, 
Essex CO7 7DB. 
Tel 01206 822007, bethchatto.co.uk 


* Cotswold Garden Flowers 
Browns’ Nurseries, Gibbs Lane, 
Offenham, Evesham, 
Worcestershire WR11 8RR. 

Tel 01386 833849, cgf.net 


* Dove Cottage 
Shibden Hall Road, Halifax, 
West Yorkshire HX3 9XA. 
Tel 01422 203553, 
dovecottagenursery.co.uk 


+ Larch Cottage Nurseries 
Melkinthorpe, Penrith, 
Cumbria CA10 2DR. 
Tel 01931 712404, larchcottage.co.uk 
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S. NEMOROSA ‘AMETHYST’ 

Lacking the blue pigment, this stylish 
cultivar appears pink, making good contrast 
to include in plantings with the other 
blue-purple toned varieties. 

15-30cm. AGM. USDA 7a-11. 


S. X SYLVESTRIS ‘SCHNEEHUGEL’ 
Short-growing and relatively erect in stature, 
this white variety with green bracts makes a 
useful contrast to the heaviness that can 


result from planting too many violet-purples 
together. 45-60cm. RHS H7. USDA 3a-9b. 


S. PRATENSIS ‘SWAN LAKE’ 

(BALLET SERIES) 

The Ballet series was introduced by German 
seed company Jelitto in 2005. Flowering in the 
first year from seed, they consistently produce 
good results. 60-90cm. RHS H7. USDA 3a-9b. 


S. NAPIFOLIA 

This Turkish species is very similar to the 
other meadow sages, but as yet has not 
been widely cultivated. It is likely to be 
similar in its performance. 

30-60cm. USDA 6a-10b. 


RATENSIS ‘PINK DELIGHT’ 


Apink cultivar bred by Piet 
Oudolf, this is a relatively large 
and vigorous variety. Probably 
the tallest-growing pink. 
60-90em. H7. USDA 3a-9b- 
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Lia Leendertz 


A writer whose approach to gardening — notably allotmenteering and the happy 
journey of produce from plot to plate — leaves her readers hungry for more 


WORDS AMBRA EDWARDS PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


the Bright Young Faces in gardening. “You can’t call me 
that,” she says, visibly squirming. “I’ve just turned 40.” 

But it’s not birth date that distinguishes Young Turk from Old 
Guard, it’s more a matter of attitude — her swift embrace of Twitter 
(she is a tireless tweeter), her easy command of the blogosphere 
(her blog, Midnight Bramblings, won the second Garden Media 
Guild award for the new category) and an adventurous, even 
radical, approach to gardening. Readers adore the warmth and wit 
of her writing as well as her practical good sense; she deplores what 
she calls the ‘hair-shirt’ tendency in growing your own. 

Lia wasn’t one of those paragons who discovered her love of 
the soil in infancy. Her career, she insists, has been entirely a matter 
of luck. A teenage rebel, she declined to go to university, dossed 
around in a vaguely hippyish manner in a shared house that 
happened to have a garden, and only decided to study horticulture, 
she claims, to get her mum off her back. Her first lucky break was 
to be accepted by the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. 

She spent the first year in Edinburgh, which she loved; the 
second weeding wetly in Ayrshire. “It struck me, looking at the 
supervisors, that no matter how advanced you got, you still spent 
a lot of time on your knees in the mud in the rain. So I began to 
wonder if I could find another way of being around gardens...” 

The answer was a Royal Horticultural Society traineeship as a 
horticultural journalist. There’s just the one each year. Lucky again, 
she got it. Within a year of sending her out into the world, the RHS 
welcomed her back again to a “dream job” creating features for The 
Garden magazine. Then, no sooner had she stepped out into the 
rackety world of the freelance writer, than she heard The Guardian 
was looking for a columnist. She took a deep breath and threw her 
hat into the ring. To her astonishment, she got the spot, and wrote 
for the paper for ten years — and still does, regularly, along with 
contributions to all the major gardening titles, including this. 

Her subject is most often her own garden — 80 jam-packed feet 
ina Bristol suburb — and her allotment — a big, open, windswept 
site on one of the highest points in the city, with apple trees where 
her children can climb, and long views out to the Mendip Hills. 
The produce is only part of its appeal: it’s the kind of place that 
gives stressed out city-dwellers space to breathe. 

The allotment is her test bed, where she tries new things; a 


| ia Leendertz is one of the more smiley and soft-spoken of 


resource for her features (she prudently plants highly photogenic 


vegetables); but above all a place she goes to think. She’s excited 
about a new polytunnel she is about to install, dreaming of a 
bounty of tomatoes, chillies and aubergines. “I did manage to grow 
an aubergine once,” she laments, “but it got nibbled by a snail.” 

Her garden she describes as a work in progress. She’s a 
determined advocate of permaculture and forest gardening: “In 
the future we’re going to have to change the way we grow our food, 
and growing perennial veg seems a much more sensible way 
of going about things.” Yet these laudable techniques are rarely 
practised with an eye to beauty. “That’s the gap I’m trying to fill. 

I'm trying to make an ornamental version of a forest garden, 
choosing the most beautiful fruit and vegetables to integrate 

with ornamentals. I don’t see why beauty and environmental 
responsibility should be at opposite poles.” Hardy bananas and 
gorgeous red-stemmed wineberry rubbing shoulders with (edible) 
day lilies and handsome flowering leeks amply prove her point. 

Lia’s run of luck couldn't last for ever. In 2010 her husband was 
struck down by ME. With two children aged two and four, she had 
to become the sole breadwinner, keeping the family afloat by 
working day and night at a trade that, though delightful, is 
certainly no road to riches. “It’s a bonkers way to earn a living,” she 
says drily, “but I don’t know how to do anything else.” 

And, of course, she loves it. “There’s nothing better than to sit in 
a quiet room with my own thoughts and write them down.” For the 
queen of New Media, her ambitions are surprisingly old-fashioned: 
she wants to write another book. She’s been researching her 
allotment, finding out who worked it before her, who they were, 
what they grew. “I want to see if I’ve got it in me to write something 
more writerly, something that involves proper research. I just have 
to try to carve out enough time and brain space.” 

Might it be wise, for a time, to renounce the distracting delights 
of Twitter? “Oh no,” she says, aghast. “I couldn’t ever do that.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Lia's latest book, My Coo! Allotment, is published by Pavilion 
at 14.99, available to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED readers for £13.49, 
see page 110 for details. 


NEXT MONTH 
BBC Radio 4 Gardeners’ Question Time stalwart, Bob Flowerdew. 


I don’t see why beauty and environmental 
responsibility should be at opposite poles 
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In his cottage garden in the northern Netherlands, 
poet and gardener Heikie Hoeksma has created a harmonious 
series of playful borders that sing with colour 


i — \WORDS JAMES ALEXANDER-SINCLAIR 
kLKE BORKOWSKI / GAP PHOTOS AND SIETSKE DE VRIES 


What Small cottage garden witha series 
of richly planted borders within a framework 
Be AE , of straight paths and hedges. 
hw oe ea ‘ oe ===. Where Friesland, the Netherlands. 
V i ed pene — oR RRS Points of -interest Lots of colourand movement. 
/ : A ee ES. pa yeh : Size 1,000 square metres. . 
my l/s > as Gita Soil Sandy and free draining. 
This border has a descending se ¢ a Mgnt Z , = ‘Climate Very tald winters! 
of colour: Persicaria amplexicaulis# aes 
‘Rosea; give way,toidahlias before he) 
eedropping dowhité the fags) 
Imperata cylind 
“silvery Santolina 6 
be > i J on 
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modern country garden 


»Acalm Corner near Heikie’s house, 
with a simple lawn, single clipped 
lime and fresh, white planting, offers 
space for quiet contemplation. 


na Heikie's front 


dogpfreths with colour from 
Eupatorium maculatum, Persicaria 
amplexicaulis ‘Firetail, Veronicastrum 
virginicum ‘Lavendelturm’ and 

} Agastache“Blue Fortune’ 


61 


itting in a wood at the end of a winding lane in the northern 
Netherlands is a small, tile-roofed house, surrounded by a garden 
full of rhythm and colour. You enter through a small gate flanked a ~ - 
by tall dahlias and are greeted by a tufty haired bear of a man SdR/LS 
smoking roll-ups and wearing yellow wooden clogs. This is Heikie 
Hoeksma, poet, musician, herbalist and, above all, gardener. 

When Heikie arrived here in 1995 the whole garden was given 
over to vegetables, and “was all dirt and sand, no flowers”. Now the 
place is awash with colour and excitement and it is obvious that a 
great deal of thought and artistry has been expended in its creation. 

“Every day I walk for ten kilometres, looking at nature: 
searching for inspiration,” says Heikie. He has never visited a garden 
outside the Netherlands, indeed he has never been abroad, so all his 
ideas come from searching through local nurseries or from his own 
imagination. He has a well-worn and much-used armchair where 
he spends a fair bit of time looking at the garden through the 
window and adding to the sketchbook he keeps by his side. Every 
year the planting changes slightly, things are moved or discarded in 
the constant search for different and better. This is how gardens 


develop but it takes a fair bit of effort. “If you do too many things by 
half, then you don’t do anything whole,” is how Heikie puts it. 
His garden follows a very definite route from the picket gate 


(that almost every Dutch house seems to possess) up to the front i. hi small, wooden arbour, © 
eikie can'sitand enjoy the saan 


door past tall dahlias and a line of terracotta pots planted with 
scarlet grasses. The paths are of old weathered brick, laid by [> 


Rhythm ’r blues (and pinks and reds) 
Heikie is a master of the rhythmic planting scheme. For example, 
there's a yellow border with accents of blue — like a darting kingfisher 
through acorn field — and another that consists of layers of pink laid 
out like lines in an exercise book. They are reminiscent of tunes with 
high notes, low notes, harmony and rhythm. Some borders are like 
heart-rending arias, some like plainsong, others are heavy metal 
guitar solos or snippets of free-form jazz: Heikie’s garden is a jaunty 
pas de basque with a folky over note. The secret is about balancing 
height with colour and foliage with flower shape: pinks with whites 
rising through purples and peaches right up to scorching reds. Plants 
with spikey flowers next to big bosomy round ones. They all go 
towards creating a harmonious and exciting planting scheme. Not 

as easy as it sounds but very wonderful when it works. 
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modern country garden 


Heitkie is a master of the rhythmic planting scheme. His yellow 
border with accents of blue — like a darting kingfisher through a corn 
field — has high notes, low notes, harmony and rhythm 


and Corec 
7 “Agastadhe ‘Bldé Fortune an'the border beh 
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> Heikie —“the people in the village saw the stones and said: ‘Ah, 


Heikie has bought old stones because he cannot afford new ones” 1 Poetry. in motion 
—and around the corner a formal parterre with more old stones. A j Lyte 
This is the only part of the garden with a strict, hard structure , <4: 


although it began with box hedging. “Unfortunately it got the virus 
and [ had to take it all out: I worried that there was still sickness in 
the ground so I laid bricks around the edge instead. In the middle 
I have a new plant, Euphorbia hypericifolia ‘Silverfogy’ he says with 
the natural excitement every gardener feels over new purchase. 
Nearby is the poetry border. “I planted this on 17 April 1995 
in the pouring rain,” he remembers. “But once I start I will not 
stop.” This border is, obviously, a poem. Stanzas of rising spires of 
pink Lythrum salicaria and Persicaria amplexicaulis, Salvia and 
Sanguisorba canadensis and accompanied by strophes of 
robust dahlias and gesticulating Miscanthus. 
It is a magical place. The house is wrapped up completely 
by the garden, like a little parcel with a ribbon from somewhere 
exciting. Heikie asserts that: “The pleasure of the garden is in the 


making.” He is right, of course, but the visiting is not bad either. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Kruswei 30, 9281KL Harkema, Friesland, the Netherlands. 
Tel +31 (0)512 332655. 

Website heikiehoeksma.nl 

Open Fridays and Saturdays throughout August, 1-5pm, 
admission €3.50. 


combinations from Heikie’s garden 


1 Poetry in motion 

In Heikie’s poetry border, red spires of Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Firetail, provide a high note to the lush pinks of Lythrum salicaria 
and Dahlia ‘Karma Lagoon; and purply red of Lobelia x speciosa 
‘Vedrariensis’ a perfect plant for slightly damp soil. Beneath these 
lies a white froth of Echium vulgare ‘White Bedder’ (there is also 

a ‘Blue Bedder’), which acts as delicate ground cover. 


2 Silver frame 

To the front of Heikie’s house is a quiet lawn, framed by silver and 
white planting, which serves as a something of a breathing space 
from the rising chorus of colour elsewhere. Artemisia latiloba 
‘Valerie Finnis’ (a plant with a desire to spread itself about) and 
Echinacea purpurea ‘White Swan’ stand above the reliable foliage 
of Stachys byzantina that occupies the low ground. 


3 Bright stars 

In this long border Heikie has used a mix of pale and vibrant 

pinks to add pace and rhythm. Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Rosea’ 
combined with the dwarf bedding Dahlia ‘Bednall Beauty’ and the 
Japanese blood grass (/mperata cylindrica ‘Rubra’). Silvery puffs of 
Santolina chamaecyparissus and clouds of pink Origanum act as 
punctuation marks and provide a counterbalance to all the zingy 
colour. A combination that thrives on Heikie's free-draining soil. 
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3 Bright stars 


Expert advice and mouth-watering recipes 
from Great Dixter’s kitchen garden 


S JODIE JONES PI S ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


AaronBertelsen at work in 
the kitchen garden at Great 
-Dixter: Here visitors often stop 
35 and chat to him andoffer advices << 
=It you want to Kriow howto" 
grow Vegetables;/he Says/'talk 
-=t0 anvold: man from the north-of 
SEngland: They Rave years-mores 
“Jexperietice than nieyand J'll 
=-6ften léath’somethingnew™ 
-fromtalking to thém.” 


plot to plate 


Seeds of plenty 

Aaron souces his seed from a variety of different 
companies although many come from Thompson & 
Morgan (0844 573 1818, thompson-morgan.com) 
and Moles Seeds in Essex (01206 213213, 
molesseeds.co.uk). He also uses seeds from 
several US seed companies including the Territorial 
Seed Company (territorialseed.co) and Johnny's 
Seeds (johnnyseeds.com). To keep track of where 
the seed has come from, he writes everything in a 
notebook. “Then when it is time for my next order, 
it is easy to look back and check.” 


e have always grown a lot of fruit and vegetables in the garden, wrote 
Christopher Lloyd. ‘What could be more natural than to want to use them effectively in 
the kitchen? When Christopher’s parents, Nathaniel and Daisy Lloyd, bought Great 
Dixter in 1910, growing your own food (or having it grown for you), was the norm for 
anyone with access to an appropriate plot of land. But in the latter part of the 20th 
century, after the hardships of the Second World War and the need to ‘dig for victory, 
many people gratefully downed tools and started to go to the supermarket instead. 

At Dixter, however, the same ground has continually served the same kitchen, and 
even the same fridge (bought in 1942). Today the kitchen garden is maintained by New 
Zealander Aaron Bertelsen. He has been associated with Dixter for 18 years, and has 
had sole charge of fruit and vegetable production for the past three seasons. 

“Tt is a fantastic privilege, living and working at Dixter. It becomes your whole 
world,” says Aaron. “Christo grew veg here for so long that he amassed an amazing 
depth of knowledge. My job is to build on what he did and now, as then, the first 
priority is to only grow what we actually want to use in the house. 

“Christo was very firm about that. He wanted to get maximum mileage out the 
garden. That is why we don’t have an asparagus bed. He thought it was a waste to devote 
so much ground to one crop that was soon over. He preferred to grow artichokes, which 
crop over a much longer season, and buy asparagus from a pick-your-own place just 
down the road. Which is exactly what I do today.” In fact, in most things Aaron is happy 
to follow in Christo’s footsteps. “I have his own copy of Gardener Cook, complete with 
his pencil markings, and that is my bible for what to grow and how to grow it.” 

Aaron does trial new cultivars, but he’s generally happy to stick with old favourites. 
He allows himself the odd whimsy, such as the cloud of ‘Cedric Morris’ poppies that 
foam around the gooseberry bushes in early summer. Like Christopher before him, 
Aaron follows a standard crop rotation system. He doesn’t use green manures (“'d 
rather grow something I can eat!”), but incorporates plenty of three-year-old 
compost, thoroughly digging the whole plot every winter. “You need a soil that 
roots find it easy to grow into,” he says. All seed is sown in plugs, using a home-made 
John Innes No 2 compost, then grown on in “Mrs Next-door’s heated glasshouse” 
(borrowed by arrangement) and only planted out when sturdy plants have formed. 

Brassicas are protected from marauding pigeons by fine, black threads strung 
between canes to form a near-invisible barrier. Soft fruit is grown in a large cage. 
“Visitors always ask about slug control, but we have so many birds here that numbers 
never become a problem.” His final rule is to water thoroughly but infrequently. “Once 
a fortnight I run the sprinkler for an hour at a time on each quarter of the vegetable 
garden. People underestimate how much water vegetables need.” Even so, there are 
certain crops he has learned are not worth growing. “Christo always said onions were 
cheap to buy and prone to disease so why bother? And after a few attempts I have given 
up growing sweetcorn, because the badgers always trample it and eat every cob just 
before you plan to harvest them.” But as the constituents of a good meal have changed 
little in the past 100 years, so the range of crops grown at Dixter has remained consistent. 
The guiding passions for Aaron remain, as Christopher wrote in Gardener Cook: ‘growing 
plants, eating their products and the social opportunities that cookery opens up’ 


Turn over for eight delicious recipes from the Great Dixter kitchen. 


FURTHER INFORMATION 

Read Aaron's blog at dixtervegetablegarden.wordpress.com. Learn more about the kitchen 
garden at one of our reader days with Aaron at Great Dixter on 29 September and 6 October. 
Tickets £85, including lunch in the Great Hall. Details at gardensillustrated.com/shop 
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Vegetable mainstays 
Here are some of the cultivars grown by 
Christopher Lloyd and still favoured by Aaron: 


Tomatoes ‘Black Cherry’ ‘Super Marmalade’ 
‘Alicante’ and ‘Gardeners’ Delight’ (which 
Christopher believed was ‘a must’). These are 
underplanted with basil, to help keep off 
whitefly. “I usually grow green basil, but this 
year | have tried ‘Red Rubin’ basil 

from Seeds of Change,” says Aaron. 

Globe artichokes Christopher recalled it was 
his mother who first brought artichokes to 
Dixter (when they were a rarity in this 
country), ‘but when she developed a taste for 
them, | do not know. Aaron still grows 
Christopher's favourities — ‘Gros Camus de 
Bretagne’ and ‘Gros Vert de Laon’ Aaron 
grows four rows, of which he replaces two 
rows every year (only cropping plants for two 
years in total). This year Aaron's artichoke 
foliage is interspersed with inky purple violas 
(sown from a packet of seed that came free 
with GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, it transpires). 
French beans Aaron is growing several 
cultivars, in particular ‘Cobra’ which crops 
over along season and freezes well. 
Brassicas This family has always been a 
mainstay of the Dixter vegetable garden. 

This year Aaron is growing from F1 hybrids: 
cabbage ‘Rodima’; borecole ‘Redbor’; 
cauliflowers ‘Pavilion; ‘Romanesco Veronica’ 
and ‘Green Harmony’; and kales ‘Scarlet’ ‘Nero 
di Toscana’ and ‘Nero di Toscana Precoce’ 
Peas ‘Here is a vegetable which you simply 
must grow yourself, as there is no adequate 
substitute; wrote Christopher. He favoured 
‘Hurst Greenshaft’ and so does Aaron. 
Potatoes “We don't aim for self-sufficiency, 
but every March to April, | plant ‘Charlotte’ (for 
boiling) and ‘Pink Fir Apple’ (which stores very 
well and tastes great).” Both were also 
favourites of Christopher. Aaron also grows 
‘Picasso’ “In an informal trial a few years ago 
this was easily everyone's favourite for baking.” 
Leeks Christopher wrote that he felt ‘deprived 
if we are short of leeks. | don’t want to touch 
one ‘til November, but | expect them to last 
me into April’ His preferred cultivar was 
‘Cortina’ Aaron grows ‘Lyon 2 Prizetaker’ 

and ‘Musselburgh’ 

Broad beans Christopher grew ‘Express’ 

and also dwarf bean ‘The Sutton! Aaron still 
grows ‘Express’ 
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Borek 


SERVES 6 

* 400g filo pastry sheets 

¢ 350g fresh spinach 

* 100g feta cheese, chopped 
° ¥tsp salt 


Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 4. Lightly 
cook the spinach then mix with the feta and 
salt and set aside. Unroll one sheet of filo 
pastry at a time, put a little of the mixture 
down the long edge and then roll up like a 
cigar. Coil into a snail shape and pack into 
an oiled round pan. 

Brush with oil and bake for 40 minutes, 
or until golden brown. 
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Tarragon chicken 


SERVES 4 

¢ 1 chicken quartered, or 4 chicken thighs 
¢ 1-2 onions, or 6-12 shallots 

* 30g butter 

* 1tbsp olive oil 

¢ 1 glass dry white wine 

* Several sprigs of tarragon 

* Selection of fresh herbs, mixed 


Brown the chicken in butter with a little olive 
oil to prevent the butter burning. Towards 
the end of browning, add one or two sliced 
onions or shallots. Then a glass of dry white 
wine and at least four sprigs of tarragon, 
more if possible. It’s best to be generous. 
Cover and place in a hot oven 
(230°C/450°F/Gas 8) for 40 minutes. 
Transfer the chicken to a dish, remove the 
tarragon branches and finish off the gravy on 
the hob with a lump of fresh butter and 
mixed, chopped-up herbs — any of parsley, 
sorrel, chervil, dill, rocket, a lovage leaflet, one 
shoot each of thyme and winter savoury. Just 
stir them in and that’s it. 
(Taken from Gardener Cook) 


Mrs Next-door’s 
courgette soup 


SERVES 4 

* 1tbsp olive oil 

* 1 onion, finely chopped 

* 1 potato, finely chopped 

* 3 large courgettes, finely diced 

¢ 1 litre vegetable or chicken stock 
* Small bunch of mint 


Heat the oil in a pan and gently sauté the 
diced onion and potato for 2-3 minutes 
until soft. Add the courgettes and cook for 
a couple more minutes. Pour in the stock 
and bring to the boil. Reduce the heat and 
simmer for 5 minutes, until the courgettes 
are tender. 

Put two thirds of the soup in a blender 
with the mint leaves and process until 
smooth, then return to the pan with the 
remaining courgette. Stir to combine and 
gently reheat. Season with salt and pepper. 

Aaron likes to add a little lemon juice 
just before serving. 
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Beet top and feta tart 


SERVES 8 Rub the butter into the flour and salt 
For pastry: until it resembles coarse breadcrumbs. «— 
* 350g plain flour Add the egg and, using a knife, stir in ee 
+ Pinch of salt just enough cold water to bind the P 
- 170g butter, cubed dough together. Wrap in cling film 
*legg and chill for 15 minutes. Roll out to ' o 
+ 2-3tbsp cold water line a 30cm flan tin, then leave to rest x oe ; 
For filling: (overnight, if convenient). ~_ 
+ Beet tops (from 8 plants) Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°C/ “ 
* 2 packs of feta cheese Gas 4. Sweat down the beet tops and : A, 
¢ 600ml créme fraiche drain when cool, then spread over the e 
° 6 eggs base of the flan with the diced feta. . 4 
* 200ml whole milk Beat together the créme fraiche, eggs ‘ 

and milk, pour into'the flan tin and _ = > 

bake for 35-40 minutes, until just set. -~ ~ 

— 
- “ 


Courgette fritters 


SERVES 4 

¢ 2 medium courgettes, grated 
 2tbsp self-raising flour 

+ legg 

* 25g parmesan, finely grated 
+ 1tbsp olive oil 


In a bowl, combine the grated courgette, 
flour, egg and parmesan. Shape into golf ball- 
sized balls, then flatten. Heat a non-stick 
frying pan over a medium heat and add the 
oil. Fry the fritters for 2-3 minutes on each 
side until golden brown. Serve straight away 
with houmous. 
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Pumpkin pie 

SERVES 8 

For pastry: 

* 350g plain flour 

*legg 

* pinch of salt 

¢ 170g butter, cubed 

* 2-3tbsp cold water 

For filling: 

¢ 450g (prepared weight) pumpkin, 
cut in 2.5cm chunks 

* 2 large eggs plus 1 yolk 

¢ 75g soft dark brown sugar 

¢ ltsp ground cinnamon 

* Yetsp ground allspice 

* Yatsp ground cloves 

* Yatsp ground ginger 

¢ 275ml double cream 


Rub butter into flour and salt until mixture 
resembles coarse breadcrumbs. Add egg and, 
using a knife, stir in just enough cold water to 
bind the dough together. Wrap in cling film 
and chill for 15 minutes, then roll to line a 
30cm flan tin and leave to rest overnight. 

Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 4. 
Steam pumpkin, place in coarse sieve and 
press lightly to extract excess water then purée 
in a blender. Lightly whisk eggs and extra 
yolk. Place sugar, spices and cream in a pan, 
bring to a simmer and whisk to mix. Pour 
over eggs and whisk again. Add pumpkin 
purée and whisk once more. Pour into pastry 
case and bake for 35-40 mins, until puffy 
round edges but slightly wobbly in the centre. 
Serve at room temperature. 


Mint ice-cream 


SERVES 12 

¢ 2 handfuls of mint leaves 
* 250g caster sugar 

* 300ml! water 

* Juice of 1 lemon 

* 600ml double cream 


Dissolve the sugar in the water slowly at first, 
then bring to the boil. Put the mint leaves in 
a blender, add the hot syrup and blend for 
several minutes or until the mint is well 
chopped. Leave to cool and then strain into a 
mixing bowl. 

Add the lemon juice and cream to the 
cold syrup and whisk to blend the 
ingredients. Cover and place in the freezer. 
Remove after 3 hours and beat until the 
mixture is homogenised. Return to the 
freezer for another 3 hours. 

Before serving, remove from the freezer 
and leave at room temperature. The time 
depends on your living temperature — it may 
need an hour as this is a dense mix and takes 
longer to soften than most ice-creams. Turn 
out into a serving bowl. 

(Taken from Gardener Cook) 
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MAKES SKG 


* 2kg ripe tomatoes 
+ 1kg apples/ pee 


° 14g etGlind ginger 

+ 1tsp cayenne pepper 

° 110g finely chopped onions 

¢ 500ml malt vinegar 

Prepare the fruit before weighing. 


Cook the apples first, separately. Skin the 
ouring boiling water over them in a bowl. 

roughly, Put all the ingredients in a preservi 

and.boil for an hour or more, until the mixture 


e lava in a volcano, Pot in sterilise 
jars, covering with double layers 


- 


aper. Store in coi ol place. 
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“Marina Christopher's nursery, Phoenix 
© Perennial Plants, specialises in plants « 
that attract beneficial insects. : 
Z-The simple fofms of poppies and daisy-like 
flowers make perfect landing pads. te 4p 


Pa : 


Marina Christopher 
is an ecologist and 
plantswoman who 
runs Phoenix 
Perennial Plants 

in Hampshire. 
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Plants for pollinators 


Marina Christopher offers expert advice on the best plants 
to attract beneficial insects into your garden 


WORDS MARINA CHRISTOPHER PHOTOGRAPHS ELKE BORKOWSKI 


tall started with a visit to Box Hill one 
I hot June afternoon. After a vigorous climb, 
I threw myself on the ground, closed my 
eyes and became aware of much noise and 
activity around me. I opened my eyes and 
stared. A few inches from my face were bees, 
covered with pollen supping nectar, butterflies 
flitting from one flower to another, ants and 
beetles lugging food to their nests, and a 
multitude of other beasties I didn’t recognise. 
This image never left me and after a degree 
in ecology and three years postgraduate research 
I started my first nursery growing plants for 
beneficial wildlife, primarily insects. That was 
30 years ago and I still grow plants to attract 
beneficials, although my plant palette has 
widened considerably and hopefully my 
knowledge of my insect allies has also increased. 
Beneficial insects not only pollinate food 
crops to give good yields but they also contribute 
towards pest control. Encouraging predatory 
hoverflies, lacewings, ground beetles and 
ladybirds can keep pests such as aphids, slugs 
and snails, caterpillars and other harmful larvae 
at acceptable levels. If insect life is abundant then 
organisms higher up the food chain such as 
reptiles, amphibians, mammals and birds will 
colonise and a stable equilibrium is achieved. 
The advent of the naturalistic movement in 
garden design during the mid 1990s was a huge 
boost to populations of beneficial insects. Plant 
breeding to produce larger, often sterile blooms 
and double flowers usually reduces pollen and 
nectar production. The naturalistic movement 
tends towards plants that still have most of the 
characters of wild species and are buzzing with 
pollinating insects and other beneficials. 
Ornamental grasses are also extensively used 
in modern plantings and inadvertently play an 
important role in the health of our gardens. 
Violet ground beetles, which are voracious 
predators of slugs and caterpillars reside in 


mounds of grass and are nocturnal feeders. 
Ornamental grass clumps are ideal for housing 
these useful beetles. 

To maintain healthy populations of 
beneficial insects keep the use of chemical 
pesticides to a minimum, and preferably don’t 
use them at all. They tend to be non-specific and 
will kill ladybird and hoverfly larvae as easily as 
an aphid. Once the balance is skewed, aphids will 
return with a vengeance and pest problems can 
spiral out of control rapidly before predators 
return to reasonable numbers. 

British gardens are excellent at providing 
nectar and pollen sources during late spring and 
summer months but year-round supplies are 
essential to maintain healthy populations of 
insects. Autumn- and winter-flowering shrubs, 
such as Sarcococca, Lonicera and Hamamelis, 
provide delicious scent in addition to victuals for 
insects on the wing, as do perennials, such as 
Pulmonaria, heaths and early bulbs, such as 
crocuses and winter aconites. Ivy not only 
produces flowers and berries at a lean time of 
year but also provides shelter for overwintering 
insects, such as the brimstone butterfly. 

In Europe, pollination is carried out 
primarily by bees, and these tend to favour plants 
in the blue and purple spectrum. Popular nectar 
sources are found in plants from the mint family, 
but bees also love the daisy and scabious family 
as do butterflies and hoverflies. Flies, beetles and 
hoverflies find umbellifers alluring and their 
hollow, winter stems are ideal overwintering sites 
for ladybirds, solitary wasps and bees so don’t be 
too quick to tidy up the winter garden. 

The more of these plants you can introduce 
to your garden the wider the range of insect life 
that will be enticed in. And believe me, a 
thriving, buzzing hive of insect activity in the 
summer garden is a wonder to behold. 
+ Turn the page for 12 of Marina's favourite 
insect-friendly plants. 
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great plants 


Marina suggests some of the 
best plants for attracting pollinators 
into your garden 


1 Agastache ‘Blackadder’ 

Also known as giant hyssops, these spires tend 
to be short-lived, requiring excellent drainage 
and sun. ‘Blackadder’ is an outstanding cultivar 
with a dark calyx and bluish-purple flowers 
beloved by bees. Aromatic foliage is an extra 
bonus and it flowers throughout the summer 
months. 90cm. USDA 6a-9b?. 


2 Aster ‘Little Carlow’ (cordifolius hybrid) 
Asuperb, easily grown, mildew-resistant, 
small-flowered aster for September providing 
myriad blue daisies with yellow centres. Once 
fertilised the boss turns red, a colour bees 
cannot see, so they save energy by visiting 
only unfertilised flowers. It is also popular with 
butterflies. 90cm. AGM* RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


3 Cenolophium denudatum 

Acow parsley relative flowering in May and 
June attracting hoverflies to its creamy white 
umbels over mounds of dark green dissected 
foliage. Easy in dappled shade or sun, perhaps 
best suited to the wild garden where it can 
seed around. 1m. USDA 6a. 


4 Centaurea ‘Phoenix Bronze’ 

A lucky marriage between two species, 

C. atropurpurea (dark red) and C. orientalis, 
(yellow) produced a beautiful bronze hybrid 
with larger flowers, a magnet for beneficial 
insects from June to the first significant frosts. 
Birds enjoy the nutritious seeds. USDA 6a-9b. 


5 Centranthus lecoqii 

An endemic from the South of France and 
Spain, C. lecogii is a variation on the theme 
of our native red valerian with lilac-coloured 
flowers. It is attractive to bees, hoverflies, 
butterflies and hummingbird hawk moths, 
growing vigorously in sun and poor soils. 
50cm. USDA 5a-6a. 


6 Echium vulgare 

Also known as viper’s bugloss, this British 
native biennial with tubular blue flowers, is ideal 
for a sunny, well-drained site. One of the best 
bee attracting plants, it flowers for several 
months. Echium vulgare ‘Blue Bedder’ is an 
annual cultivar, useful for topping up nectar 
sources in the garden. 90cm. USDA 3a-11. 
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THARDINESS RATINGS GIVEN WHERE AVAILABLE *HOLDS AN AWARD OF GARDEN MERIT FROM THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


planting ideas 


7 Eryngium bourgatii 

This prickly character is a member of the cow 
parsley tribe. It grows best in full sun with good 
drainage. Beloved by beneficial insects 
especially bumblebees. It flowers in summer 
then leaves an elegant skeleton and plenty of 
seeds for hungry birds. 50cm. USDA 7b-8b. 


8 Ligusticum lucidum 

Another cow parsley relative with fresh-looking 
shiny green leaves and an upright habit, topped 
with umbels of white flowers in June and July. It 
is often biennial, although it can be a short-lived 
perennial. Attracts hoverflies, tolerating sun or 
dappled shade. 90cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


9 Linaria purpurea 

A British native with spires of purple flowers 
for many months. It seeds freely in disturbed 
or stony soils and is a cafeteria for bees and 
hoverflies. Try L. purpurea ‘Canon Went’ (soft 
pink) and L. purpurea ‘Springside White’ 
(pristine white). 1m. USDA 5a-8b. 


10 Phacelia tanacetifolia 

This unusual annual is used extensively on 
organic farms for attracting the attentions of 
hoverflies. Hoverflies and their larvae are 
voracious predators of aphids and will devour 
up to 200 during their life-cycle. It is also used 
as a green manure. 1.2m. USDA 7a-10b. 


11 Trifolium rubens ‘Peach Pink’ 

This pale-pink clover will flower for several 
weeks, longer if deadheaded regularly, providing 
honey bees with abundant nectar to take back 
to their hives. Easy to grow in most soils and the 
nitrogen-fixing bacteria in their root nodules will 
increase fertility. 5|0cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


12 Veronicastrum virginicum ‘Lavendelturm’ 
Long spires of lavender flowers appear in June 
and July on this tall perennial. Useful for vertical 
accents in a border, it is beloved by bees, 
hoverflies, moths and butterflies. Leaves 

a graceful skeleton through the late 

summer months. 1.5m. USDA 5a-9b. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

The Royal Horticultural Society has put 
together two comprehensive lists of the best 
insect-freindly plants, one for cultivated garden 
plants, the other for wild flowers. You can 
download both of these RHS Perfect for 
Pollinators lists from the RHS website: 
rhs.org.uk/science/pdf/conservation-and- 
biodiversity/wildlife/rhs_ pollinators_plantlist 
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Mg ‘i 
€Anbrief 4 
¥ Name Parsonage House? 545 
¢; What Home garden. : . y Ft 
Points of interest Classic English-stylé plantings 
sfor_a long season of interest, wide range of plants 
‘a:showinigthe potential for sou east Englard. 


Where Essex. oe one 
Size Nine acrés, ineliiding thtee acres of formal 
garden, three acres of wild flowerfneadoward 
three acres\of East Anglianvapple trees. 

Soil Sandy loanvover chalk: 


Climate Cool'temperate. 


: x Qaaeie 
Inthe big borden stretching back towards™ 
the house Sedum’ Hérbstfreude’ (bottom 
left) providés’a long season of colour, While 
further down, the white ‘shasta daisy’ 
Leucanthemum x superbum ‘Aglaia’ and 
the deep red of Gladiolus ‘Plum Tart.make 
an impact as summer turns *O'atitumn. 


classic English garden 
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THIS IMAGE. The oval of the ‘box basket’ in the 
centre of the lawmhas been designed to echo 
the shape of the window in the house behind. 


BELOW Pink Salvia involucrata ‘Bethellii’ and dark- 
leaved Sedum telephium (Atropurpureum Group) 
‘Purple Emperor’ flourish on a south-facing wall. 


A, 


iven that their house, which dates from the mid 15th century, 
is set in a village with the wonderful name of Helions 
Bumpstead in green and gentle farming country, it would have 
been odd for Annie and Nigel Turner to have created anything 
other than a classic English garden. This is a very good example 
however, avoiding clichés and with that subtle balance between 
order and spontaneity that is at the core of this garden tradition. 

Getting the level of formality right for the house and the 
scale and type of the property is not always easy. Here it seems 
just right, the clipped shrubs a light touch that create interest but 
never overwhelm. There are two clipped yew cones near the 
house, an oval ‘nest’ of box balls on the lawn and a double row 
of impressively perfect box spheres running alongside a tennis 
court. The lawn, however, is dominated by a survivor of a 
previous garden, from deep in the property’s past, an era from 
which little else survives. Nicknamed ‘Cyril’ by a previous 
resident, this vast, hemispherical specimen of clipped yew is 
about six metres across and four high. “We don’t know how old 
it is,” says Annie. “Dogs and the grandchildren love it, they 
always have to play tag running round it.” 

The main feature here is a border, around 20m long and 3m 
wide. It backs on to a yew hedge, and has a secret path at the 
back to allow access for maintenance. In spring it features tulips, 
wallflowers and self-sown forget-me-nots and several colour 
forms of honesty (Lunaria annua), with some wonderfully 
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lowers all simmer long, but 
eeds heat to perform well. 


~ 


J &awvia ‘Amistad’ A new)South 
merican salvia, which flowers 


v= all summer. Annie rates it highly. tc Is staking. 
. 


; 5 gs s 
ABOVE Ricihus communis and Fuchsia*Thalia’y 
Z,provide summer colour in front of the spring® 
( “flowering, dark-leaved Daphne x houtteana. 


sculptural home-made, hazel plant supports hinting at larger 
» JTHIS.IMAGE One of Annie's favourite plants, 
VY Plectranthus argentatus, lights up a:shady spot 
along with variegated Pelargonium’ Lélégante’. 
plants that form an important part of the overall impact. oe \ , 


and lusher things to come. The maintenance is clearly very 
thorough, but at the same time it allows space for self-sown 


A gravel garden at the front of the house makes very 
effective use of self-sown plants too, including Helleborus 
argutifolius and H. foetidus, Verbena bonariensis, and Eryngium 
giganteum, among others. Annie describes how she goes 
through it with a hoe twice a year to “take out what I don’t 
need”. Seeding is important visually, “so you repeat a bit, you get 
a continuum” It introduces a sense of spontaneity too, and the 
excitement of the unpredictable, without which the garden 
might seem just too tightly managed. The hint of formality is 
reinforced by a potager, with standard gooseberries and neat 
rows of vegetables, and another reminder of the historical 
continuity of gardening here, with an old “Newton Wonder’ 
apple tree. Unpredictability arises again in what Annie dubs “the 
experimental bed” where she tries out new plants, often with 
unknown levels of hardiness; if they are successful then she 
moves them. Dahlias have done well here, with minimal 
protection, probably because the light soil is so free-draining. 
Also salvias: “Most survive, with fleece protection,” she says, “but 
some we have to bring in to the greenhouse over winter.” 

Annie cannot remember a time when she did not garden. 
“Thad a grandfather who had a wonderful garden, I grew up [> 


v& ave ' poo! 

ABOVE Swiss.chard ‘Bright Lights’ is 

a highly decorative vegetable, usually 
f “ages prone to bolting than spinach. 


* the greenhouse in spring, provide. months of 
satimmer colour alongside dalifiasin'a sunny spoté 
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Dahlia ‘Bishop of Auckland’ 
One of the many successors 
to ‘Bishop of Llandaff". 


SS ain acuS 
new in euiitivati Sat Bn H ly shrub 
flower stems i inla immer. 


> gardening,” she says. Today she shares the day-to-day 
management with gardener Andrew Bond, and his wife 
Sharon who helps out with propagating a collection of unusual 
pelargoniums. These get planted out in containers for summer, 
and sold at plant sales. Interestingly, given what Annie says 
about having always been a gardener, it is the wild flower 
meadow, which she and Nigel planted soon after they arrived 
here in 1990, that gives her the greatest joy. “We had it sown with 
a fine grass mix,” says Annie, “and planted some wild flowers.” 
Over the years these have spread and the species mix gets richer 
as more arrive on their own. “It was so rewarding when the 
orchids started coming,” she says. “We have got hundreds now, 
of three different species.” 

Opening the garden for charity, which they do for the Red 
Cross and the National Gardens Scheme, is important for Annie 
and Nigel. This feels very much a garden for sharing — and there 
is a great deal to inspire and to learn from. With a millennium 
planting of more than 120 historical East Anglian apple varieties 
in a field on the other side of the road, they will also have created 
a legacy to last for many years to come. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Parsonage House will next open for the National Gardens 
Scheme on Sunday 7 September, 2-5pm. See 

NGS website for details: ngs.org.uk 


classic English garden 
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GARDEN PLAN 


1 House 

2 Gravel border 

3 Seating areas 

4 Border 

5 Oval box basket 

6 Potting shed 

7 Greenhouse 

8 Wildflower meadow 


HANNAH McVICAR 


Late summer colour 


12 key plants that ensure Annie’s border is an 
explosion of vibrant colour for late summer: 


1 Allium cristophii Bulb with metallic purple flowers 
in May, but then its seedheads (seen here) stand well 
until the winter. 40cm, AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 4". 


2 Dahlia ‘Geerlings Indian Summer’ A very good 
orange and a favourite of Annie’s. 90-100cm, 
RHS H4, USDA 8. 


3 Helianthus annuus ‘Lemon Queen’ Clump-forming 
hardy perennial. 2m, AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3. 


4 Aster x frikartii ‘M6nch’ One of the very best asters, 
flowering for months — late summer to autumn. Forms 
asmall clump. 90cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5. 


5 Hosta (Tardiana Group) ‘Halcyon’ Slowly spreading, 
clump-forming perennial. 40cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3. 


6 Salvia patens A true-blue, flowering over along 
period in summer. 40cm (flower stems twice as high). 
AGM. RHS H4, USDA 8. 


7 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Variegatus’ Clump-forming 
grass, with flowers and then seedheads in autumn. 
2m. RHS H6, USDA 5. 


8 Lunaria annua Seen as seedheads here, the flowers 
are dark pink in spring. Annual, often self-sowing. 7Ocm. 


9 Crocosmia masoniorum Clump-forming perennial, 
with sword-shaped leaves. 1m. RHS H4, USDA 8. 


10 Echinops ritro Known as the ‘globe thistle’ Striking 
foliage and spherical flower heads. 2m x 1m (but not 
spreading). AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3. 


11 Dahlia ‘Bednall Beauty’ A shorter version of the 
well-known ‘Bishop of Llandaff: Needs winter 
protection. 50cm. RHS H3, USDA 7. 


12 Salix babylonica, Well-known, fast-growing 
tree, especially good for damp soils or waterside. 
15m. RHS H7, USDA 4. 
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*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural : ne a >Re 
Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


SZ 
at : 


~ 


> 


Mg 


= 
+) 
S 
80 
<= 
a 
"Bo 
= 
AQ 
= 
a 
= 
1S) 
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garden history 


The restoration of the walled 
garden at West Dean in Sussex, 
by gardeners Sarah Wain and Jim 
Buckland, saw the reintroduction 
of a beautiful and rigorous regime 
of horticulture, including the 
reinstatement of traditional fruit 
cultivars and methods of growing. 


here was a time when every estate in 
Britain, from the grandest aristocratic pile to 
a modest gentleman’s residence, had its own 
walled garden producing food for the 
household. Here, by the late 19th century, 
flourished nearly all the vegetables we know 
today — and many we have forgotten. Apricots, 
figs and peaches ripened on warm south- 
facing walls (some were even centrally 
heated). Melons, grapes and pineapples were 
nurtured in high-tech, steam-powered 
greenhouses and heated ‘pits. Extraordinary 
ingenuity went into extending the season: 
our skilful forebears thought nothing of 
producing asparagus in February, or bringing 
cherries to the Christmas table. 

Then, the story goes, the First World War 
came along; the gardeners marched off to the 
front, never to return, and these once 
magnificent gardens fell into desuetude. It 
is a poignant tale, often movingly told. 

But the full story, as so often, is more 
messy, death overtaking the gardens not with 
the sudden cannon blast of war, but by slow 
and painful increments — death by a 
thousand cuts — as a succession of socio- 
economic changes rendered them an 
untenable anachronism. 


Healing spaces 


Of course gardeners died in the trenches: 
six per cent of British men aged between 18 
and 41 perished, and the flu epidemic of 
1918-19 saw off as many again. But casualties 
were proportionately higher in the officer 
class: the gardener was far more likely to 
survive than the heir. The years 1918-21 were 
to witness the greatest shift in land ownership 
since the dissolution of the monasteries — yet 
lack of a successor was really only the latest 
instalment in a chapter of woe that had 
begun around 1880, when the influx of cheap 
corn from North America set off 20 years of 
deep depression in British agriculture. 

Between 1870 and 1914, land values fell by 
two thirds — and families dependent on farm 
rents rather than the fruits of industrialisation 
found themselves at a loss. Targeted, from 
1907, by an increasingly punitive tax regime 
(Estate Duty, introduced in 1894, had 
reached 40 per cent by 1919), the landed 
gentry sold out en masse to an increasingly 
powerful commercial and professional class, 
who wanted the cachet of the country house 
but not the burdensome land. 

Once land was no longer the basis for 
political power, there was no longer a need 
for show houses. The new buying class 


Bringing these once neglected garden spaces back to life can benefit society too 


The magnificent walled garden at Helmsley 
in Yorkshire, built in 1759 and abandoned 

in the 1920s, has for 20 years offered 
horticultural therapy for local people within 
its tranquil walls. It is chiefly known for its 
vibrant herbaceous borders, yet it also 
conserves many old and rare edible plants. 
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At Luton Hoo in Bedfordshire, ‘Capability’ 
Brown designed a five-acre, octagonal, 
walled garden for the plant collector Lord 
Bute. Some of the restoration has been 
undertaken by young people outside 
mainstream education, who were also trained 
in highly marketable heritage craft skills. 


wanted romance rather than magnificence — 
the aesthetic of the Arts and Crafts was 
essentially homely. 

The walled garden had always supplied 
more than produce — its offerings made 
manifest the social superiority of the 
landowner — but post-war, it became possible 
to buy imported grapes or pineapples of 
comparable quality. Without the social 
one-upmanship such things conferred, where 
was the point in employing a tribe of 
gardeners to maintain ruinously expensive 
hothouses? Both fuel and labour costs had 
risen, and in 1918 the working week was 
reduced from 56 to 48 hours. Who now 
would live in a dark, damp bothy with six 
other men and sit up all night stoking the 
greenhouse boiler for a pittance? 


Inglorious demise 

For all that, to a large extent, the country 
house and the gardening tradition that went 
with it limped on until the Second World 
War. It was really 1945 rather than 1914 that 
killed them off — impoverished families, 
handed back the wreckage of requisitioned 
houses, lacked the funds and the will to 
repair them. By 1955, one house was 
demolished every five days. 

So what happened to the gardens? 
Mainly they, too, disappeared under housing. 
Where estates survived in fragmentary form, 
walled gardens were often let out to market 
gardeners or nurserymen. At Cally Gardens 
in Dumfries, the garden was sold off first to 
the Forestry Commission in 1939 for a tree 
nursery, then sold again to grow cut flowers 
and fuchsias. During the 1960s in particular 
many gardens were turned over to Christmas 
trees. The spectacular garden renovations at 
Alnwick and Scampston both began with a 
wholesale clearing of stumps. 

It’s hard to pinpoint exactly when the 
tide began to turn. Many reached their lowest 
ebb in the 1980s. (A review of National Trust 
gardens in 1979 by Graham Stuart Thomas 
dismisses kitchen gardens in a single line.) [> 
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Years of neglect 


1 Work began in 2000 on the transformation 
of the vast Alnwick walled garden, now an 
impressive 12-acres of contemporary gardens. 


2 Early work on Heligan’s head gardener’s 
office following the gardens’ discovery in 1990. 


3 Storm damage in 1987 and 1990 prompted 
West Dean to restore their walled garden. 


4 Sugnall Hall's 275-year history as a 
productive garden continues following 
restoration that began seven years ago. 


5 The Victorian Kitchen Garden television 
series at Chilton Foliat with Harry Dodson and 
accompanying book was the inspiration for 
many walled garden projects in the late 1980s. 


6 Scampston walled garden had been derelict 
for nearly 50 years before restoration began. 


A typical one-and-a-half-acre garden 
might employ six men; the 31-acre royal 
garden at Frogmore deployed 150 


> Yet in 1984, garden historian Susan 
Campbell stumbled on the kitchen garden 
at Cottesbrooke in Northamptonshire, still 
being worked exactly as it had been in 1935 
(and a good 60 years before that) and 
published a loving account of a year spent 
packing grapes in bottles and forcing 
sea-kale. (That garden no longer exists.) 

By 1987 garden historian Peter Thoday 
and gardener Harry Dodson were reanimating 
the run-down ‘Victoria garden at Chilton 
Foliat on television. This was to prove a huge 
inspiration. The National Trust, whose 
100-plus walled gardens were mainly used as 
car-parks, began to think about how they 
might be more productively employed. At 
Llanerchaeron, in Wales, volunteers led the 
way — spending every Thursday for ten years 
slowly recovering the kitchen garden, which 
finally opened to the public in 2002. 

But the project that really caught the 
public imagination was the ‘lost’ kitchen 
garden at Heligan, uncovered in 1990. “I do 
think Heligan was the spark,” says Tom 
Petherick, who was involved in those early 
days at Heligan, and went on to become an 
authority on walled gardens. “Tt was all 
new: people had not then seen things like 
pineapple pits powered by manure, and 


HELIGAN REMEMBERS 


they were fascinated.” Tom and his colleagues 
were rediscovering not only a garden, but 
lost, and largely undocumented, horticultural 
knowledge. Often, he confesses now, they 
had to make it up as they went along. 

Today, we can enjoy a whole raft of 
gardens — Tatton Park, Audley End, Calke 
Abbey ~as living history, growing heritage 
varieties and displaying pre-war 
horticultural techniques, so it’s hard now 
to remember just how radical Heligan was. 


Making gardens viable 
Maintaining a walled garden, especially with 
a range of glasshouses, is a hugely expensive 
business, points out Philip McMillan Browse, 
one of the energetic triumvirate behind 
Heligan. Heligan drew on European grant 
aid to get going, and is now self-sustaining. 
For less famous gardens, the going is tougher. 
Some make a go of it as nurseries, such as 
the glorious Cally Gardens or Pennard Plants 
in Somerset. At Mells, also in Somerset, florist 
Jo Illsley has created a delightful fusion of 
cut-flower nursery, garden shop and open-air 
tearoom. Sugnall Hall in Staffordshire 
remains a productive garden, but now supplies 
a café and farmer’s market, while hosting 
parties and weddings in a grand marquee. 


Most war memorials are solemn affairs, but one is no more than a piece of graffiti - 20 names 
scrawled in pencil on a lavatory Wall. These are the gardeners of Heligan in Cornwall, recording 
their names in August 1914. At that time, the garden employed 23 full-time gardeners. 

Sixteen went off to fight in the war. Only eight returned. 


te 
On 3 August, Heligan will be working: with theatre var Wildworks to stage a day of remembrance, 


recreating the estate as it was that day in 1914 ar 


war and the families they left behind. Earl tl 


ling the stories of the men who went to 
I the West Lawn was ploughed up and sown 


with poppies (pictured) —a living stage for a poignant day Gisic and story-telling. heligan.com 
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Some find new life as purely ornamental 
gardens. Perhaps the most ambitious garden 
revival of all has been at Alnwick in 
Northumberland, where an action-packed 
12-acre garden has been created by Jacques 
and Peter Wirtz around a monumental new 
cascade. On a smaller scale, but no less 
exciting, is the reworking of the 18th-century 
garden at Scampston Hall, Yorkshire, by 
Dutch plantsman Piet Oudolf, featuring 
bold ribbons of grasses and his distinctive 
perennial planting. 


Community opportunities 

Perhaps the most significant reinvention of 
the walled garden is as a community 
enterprise. They were always social spaces — 
designed to be visited, and with enormous 
workforces. A typical one-and-a-half-acre 
garden might employ six men; the 31-acre 
royal garden at Frogmore deployed 150. Most 
projects today depend on volunteer labour. 

But there is no more inspiring tale than 
Glenfinart, near Loch Lomond, where a 
community has come together to secure a 
garden for its own use. Abandoned in the 
1920s, and turned over to the Forestry 
Commission, a crumbling enclosure with a 
distinctive curved wall was more or less all 
that remained of the once grand residence of 
the local laird. A band of volunteers is steadily 
creating a growing space, recreational garden 
and social hub for the folk of Ardentinny, 
who can also attend gardening classes. 

Community allotments have sprung up 
in walled gardens all over the country, from 
Cadhay in Devon to Chiswick House in 
London — and the National Trust is actively 
promoting more. 

So whether as living history, a 
community project or just an unusually 
beautiful set of vegetable plots, the future 
of the walled garden seems assured. Better 
still, new ones are still being built, such as 
Alex Myers’ opulent kitchen garden at 
The Menagerie, Northamptonshire. All 
we need now is to rediscover those pre-war 


gardening skills... 


BARNACLE AND BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY 


A return to glory 


1 Cadhay’s walled garden in Devon is now given 
over to community allotments. 


2 At Heligan the restored Melon Yard faithfully 
recreates ‘lost’ Edwardian growing methods. 


3 Pennard Plants is set within a Victorian walled 
garden in Somerset, specialising in heritage and 
heirloom vegetables and flower seed. 


4 The National Trust has embraced its once 
neglected walled gardens. Here at Knightshayes 
fresh produce is used in the restaurant. 


5 Sir Charles and Lady Legard employed 
designer Piet Oudolf to re-invent Scampston’s 
restored walled garden. 


6 The community of Ardentinny in Scotland is 
working to reform a crumbling walled garden 
into a social hub and growing space. 


garden history 


Beautifully made. 
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Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 
www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 
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Battersea Power Station will offer= i 
a restul space above the city stréetsi=, 
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ga | hrarts agenc PRC 
specialises in uncluttered designs, such 
. as this private residénee in California. 
aed ‘ye 


An ethereal cloud floats above the 
park’s surface as part of a sculpture 
included in ACLA’s design for the Buhl 
Community Park in Pittsburgh. 


At the Alpha Omega Winery in 
Napa Valley, ACLA has used Corten 
steel to cover part of the parking lot. 


Garden art 

Compton Verney Gallery in Warwickshire is looking 
to raise £15,000 through crowd sourcing to sow a 
William Morris-inspired, wild-flower meadow into 

its West Lawn. The meadow, designed by Dan 
Pearson, will re-introduce native species in a pattern 
based on one of Morris's wallpaper designs, and 

will tie in with the gallery's 2015 exhibition The Arts 
and Crafts House. Donors will receive one of a 
number of different limited edition rewards. 

For more information visit artfund.org/arthappens 


Sensory delight 

Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe’s 1959 design for the rose 
garden at Cliveden has been restored using more 
than 900 repeat-flowering roses that should bloom 
from June to September. The 42 cultivars, whose 
colours mirror the rising and setting of the sun, have 
been chosen for varying heights, which envelop 
visitors in glorious scent and draw them towards the 
garden's centre. nationaltrust.org.uk/cliveden 
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NEWS 


Time to reflect 
Anew garden of reflection, designed by Daniel 
Lobb, will open alongside the restored 
Sandham Memorial Chapel, Newbury, 
in August to mark the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War. The 
garden includes scented, cottage-style 
planting and a vegetable plot. Its linear 


¢ London’s King’s Cross will be 
home to a new park and public 
square, expected to open in early 
2015. As yet unnamed, the park 
behind the Granary Building will 
consist of gently mounded lawns 
edged by plane trees. 
¢ William Shenstone’s garden and 
literary legacy will be explored in a 
Garden History Society conference 
at Pembroke College, Oxford, on 
15-17 August. Speakers include 
Patrick Eyres, Michael Symes 
and Professor Sandro Jung. 
gardenhistorysociety.org 
* Lines, Levels, Layers, a new 
installation by ceramicist Kim 
Norton, explores the importance of 
the clay beneath our feet. Siobhan 
Davies Studios, London, until 21 
September. siobhandavies.com 
¢ The biennial Singapore Garden 
Festival, held at the stunning 
Gardens by the Bay, will feature 
; Miniature Gardens for the first time, 
ROOT AND BRAN ie with award-winning exhibits from the 
lron-Tree, a six-metre seul Philadelphia Garden Show. 16-24 
ar “tnade'from the biahcheeeoots August, singaporegardenfestival.com 
and truhks of several rE, is ¢ Hand-carved tree tables and 
the centrepiece of Chin€se artist wirework tree sculptures are 


al Welwer ech ibidomterark among the many exhibitors at this 
the opening of the restored 


design, anchored by an avenue of crab 
apples, complements the modernist 
lines of the chapel, famed for its 
19 murals by the war artist 

Sir Stanley Spencer. Visits to 
the chapel must be booked in 
advance. nationaltrust.org.uk/ 
sandham-memorial-chapel 


DANIEL LOBB 


year's Treefest at Westonbirt 
Arboretum. 23-25 August. forestry. 
gov.uk/westonbirt-treefest 


» }18th-century chapel at 
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right track 

Wendy Allen’s innovative 
design for RHS Hampton 
Court Palace Flower Show 
2009 demonstrates how to 
create an area for parking 
out of recycled materials. 
Old railway tracks have been 
used to form the driveway 
and a rusty rain chain feeds 
water into a planter that 
spills over into the beds. 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


Parking space 
vs front garden 


Off-street parking and an attractively planted 
front garden needn't be mutually exclusive — 
there are lots of designs that combine the two 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


WENDY ALLEN DESIGNS. 


QURT PALACE FLOWER SHOW 2( 


1MMGI/ BENNET SMITH. THE RAIN CHAIN, RHS HAMPTON C 
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f you live on a busy street where a 

residents’ parking permit costs nearly 

the same amount as a fortnight in the 
Maldives, then you may be tempted to turn 
your front garden into a parking space. You 
are not alone: according to a report carried 
out by the London Assembly, if you were to 
join up all the front gardens in London that 
have been paved over, it equates to the same 
area as 5,200 football pitches. Before you order 
a truckload of tarmac, though, there are a few 
things that you should consider. 

Preserving the front garden is not just a 

matter of aesthetics. Flash flooding is probably 


2 Drama in 

the drive 

Create a little drama and turn 
the front garden into an 
exciting and interesting 
space in its own right. This 
driveway features a rill 
centred on the garage, still 
allowing enough space to 
drive over safely. Abundant 
planting covers the walls and 
transforms this area into a 
gorgeous, functional garden. 


3 Grass |S good 
Asimple solution and an 
effective way of reducing the 
hard paving in the front drive. 
Remove some of the paving 
and replace this with some 
turf. It is relatively low 
maintenance and you could 
always use a wild flower turf 
to add that extra shot of 
colour and interest. 


4 Gravel garden 
Gravel is a really good 
material to use in front 
gardens in terms of low cost 
options, and it is also 
permeable, allowing water to 
drain into the ground below. 
To jazz it up you could use 
different coloured gravels 
and additional planting will 
help soften the overall effect. 


the most contentious issue, where rainwater 


that would have steadily seeped into the soil 
rushes over the paving and floods into the land 
drains. In Britain we are all too familiar with 
that problem after last winter’s relentless rain. 
Losing those precious pockets of green also 
significantly reduces the habitat available for 
wildlife, plus it lowers air quality, making city 
streets much hotter at night when the heat 
absorbed by the paving during the day is 
released; this is known as the ‘heat island effect’. 
It is possible to create parking and still 
maintain a front garden, but it requires careful 
planning. You need to find out if there are [> 
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5 Less is more 

The Alchemilla mollis looks 
fabulous en masse planted 
along the central strip of 

a drive. It is just the right 
type of plant for this 
situation, being tough, 
adaptable and easy 

to manage. It tolerates being 
cut back hard if it gets too 
large or threatens to take over. 


6 Going under 
ground 

This has to be the ultimate in 
underground parking. Sim 
Flemons and John Warland 
designed this front garden for 
Porsche at the RHS Hampton 
Court Palace Flower Show in 
2008. It is an innovative way 
to hide the car and still 
maintain a garden, if your 
budget will stretch that far. 


7 Permeable gravel 
This is permeable, resin- 
bound gravel. The major 

advantage it has over loose 
gravel is that it doesn’t 

scatter or move around. In 
this garden different colours 
have been used to create a 
funky ground pattern. It is 
more expensive than loose 
gravel because the installation 
is a little more complex. 


[> any restrictions in your area — for example, 
if you live in conservation zone or a listed 
property — and if so you will have to apply to 
your local council for permission. In general, 
planning permission is not required if you 
intend to use permeable paving, but if you are 
using impermeable paving then the area 
concerned must be less than five square metres. 

With permeable paving you must ensure 
that the sub base will also allow water to drain 
through — this is known as ‘open graded’. The 
sub base must also be of substantial enough 
depth to support the weight of vehicles. 

The most effective way to create parking 


and use the least amount of paving is to lay two 
tracks into the garden, positioned under the 
vehicle’s wheels. The pavers must be suitable for 


vehicular use, with each track typically 300mm 
to 600mm in width — the wider the tracks the 
easier it is to drive on to them. This solution 
looks extremely effective if the tracks are laid 
into gravel or a dense matt of low planting. If 
you have to drop the pavement kerb in order to 
safely drive out into the road, the local council 
will have to grant permission and would carry 


out the work at your expense. 


NEXT MONTH Bespoke garden features. 
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8 Full frontal 

Metal grids, mixed materials 
and innovative planting 
combine in this forward- 
thinking show garden 
designed for the 2007 
Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show. Fern Adler 
and Heidi Harvey have 
demonstrated how a front 
garden can be functional but 
also look fresh and 
interesting and proved that 
plants don't have to be an 
afterthought. 


Useful resources 

* environment-agency. 
gov.uk/suds 

¢ interlay.org.uk 

* paving.org.uk 

* www.planningportal. 
gov.uk/permission/house 

¢ rhs.org.uk 


Suppliers 

* addagrip.co.uk 

* formpave.co.uk 
* marshalls.co.uk 
* netlon.com 

* sureset.co.uk 
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IGN: HEIDI HARVEY 


Things to consider when choosing permeable paving 


* Gravel — this is generally one of the cheapest * On a heavy clay soil you may need to install 
options but can easily scatter and is not great additional drainage such as a soakaway, 
for use ona sloping site. because the soil will not drain as well as a 

* Land-based gravel, rather than pea shingle, more sandy soil, making it prone to surface 
is larger sized and may be more appropriate, run-off and flooding. 
because it is less inclined to scatter. * You need to keep permeable paving clear of 

¢ Reinforced grass — this is where grass is grown fallen leaves, debris or soil to ensure that the 
through a plastic honeycomb matrix. It can water is able to drain away effectively — this is 
look effective but good ground preparation is especially important with block paving where 
essential and you will need to select a very the gaps in between the paving stones can 
tough variety of grass. become blocked. 
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SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF INSTANT 
HEDGES AND SPECIMEN TREES 


Professional Instant Hedge and Tree Installers, coupled 


with unrivalled customer satisfaction over 30 years. 


1.8m high Beech in production Chelsea Gold for David Austin Roses Instant maturity 
and the Elveden Instant Hedge™ 


We create tree landscapes and green screens to suit every garden and 
gardener, from individual trees and instant hedges to bespoke UK wide 
projects for designers, architects and property developers 


Our tree nursery is a comprehensive shop window of Specimen and 
Screening trees, Topiary and Instant Hedges. Practicality Brown are the 
sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge™ -— the only true Instant Hedge 


Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact Privacy and noise screening 


PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 


Iver Stud, Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 
Tel: 01753 652022 Fax: 01753 653007 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 


Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 
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THE SHORT LIST 


Edging materials 


Nine ways to keep paths and lawns looking neat 


Cia 2S 


TUMBLED STONE 


FOR NEAT LAWNS 
Mint Sawtooth EverEdge Classic 
560mm, £8 approx, Strata 550mm, £7.50 approx, Bradstone 5m x 75mm pack, £35.70, EverEdge 
0845 5678 700, stratastones.co.uk 01335 372289, bradstone.com 01453 731717, everedge.co.uk 


Se Ds 


VERSATILE VICTORIAN STYLE RUSTIC CHARM 
Natural Sandstone cobbles Rope top Meadow 
10cm square, 65p, Corfe Stone 230mm, £5.70 approx, Stonemarket 440mm, £5.12, Bowland 
0151 327 5555, corfestone.com 0845 302 0603, stonemarket.co.uk 0117 955 7530, bowlandstone.com 


UNDERSTATED IDEAL FOR DRIVEWAYS 


Argent Textured Hewnstone Old Grosvenor kerbstone 
440mm, £5.32 approx, Marshalls 450mm, £8 approx, Marshalls 600mm, £8.48, Westminster Stone 
0870 411 2233, marshalls.co.uk/homeowners 0870 411 2233, marshalls.co.uk/homeowners 01978 710685, westminsterstone.com 


+ NOTE: measurements refers to length of one edging section. Price given is per section. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Education guide 


Are you looking to change career, gain accreditation or simply learn more about your passion? 
Choose the best course for you from this selection of full-time, part-time and short courses 


We are proud of our reputation in the garden design 
industry for producing some of the country’s most 

talented garden designers from our flagship garden 

design diploma course which has run for over 25 years. 


Comprehensive and demanding, our Diploma course is for those 
who wish to gain the knowledge to design gardens professionally. 
It is challenging, vocational, intensive, yet enjoyable, and equips 
students with all the practical and business skills needed to develop 
their own garden design business. 


CONTACT US 
020 8783 9658 | info@pickardschool.com 


PICKARD 


WWW.PICKARDSCHOOL.COM SCHOOL of GARDEN DESIGN 


THE LONDON COLLEGE OF GARDEN DESIGN 


Looking for world-class, inspirational training to develop a great career 
in garden design? Our one-year Garden Design Diploma led by Andrew 
Wilson is firmly established as one of the leading qualifications for those 
seeking a career in garden design. 


Classes take place in the Orangery conference facilities at the world 
famous Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. As well as expert tuition from 
practising professionals our students are exposed to real life projects, 
inspirational visits and opportunities to work with designers at events such 
as the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. A unique work experience programme, 
free info burst lectures and graduate days mean that we support you from 
the moment you start studying and start your new career as a professional 
garden designer. 


Whatever your interest in gardens, we can also help you develop your skills 
with practical, inspiring short courses at RBG Kew, the Royal Horticultural 
Society's garden at Wisley and Regent's University in Regent's Park. 


Inspiring courses for the garden professional, all in the heart of London. 


TEL 01483 762955 
WEB Iegd.org.uk EMAIL info@Icgd.org.uk 


THE ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 


The English Gardening School, long established as the leader in all 
matters horticultural, is based at the unique Chelsea Physic Garden. 
September 2014 

Good Gardening One Year Diploma covers the best in design and 
planting while training in the more serious aspects of horticulture. 


13 November 2014 
Garden Makers Day “Rethinking an Existing Garden” with Sir Roy 
Strong and others. 


January 2015 
10-Week Intensive Garden Design Course covers all you need to know 
in this diverse subject, including two real design projects. 


Distance Learning Courses in Garden Design and Caring for your 
Garden - study anytime anywhere 


Short Courses, Alumni Days and Garden Visits. 
For full details, dates, prices and information sessions contact: 


TEL 020 7352 4347 
WEB englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
EMAIL info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 


Reece 


WRITTLE COLLEGE 


Writtle School of Design at Writtle College has the expertise, resources 
and academic credibility to help you establish a career in design and 
horticulture-related industries. Subject areas include: 


e Garden Design 

e Landscape Architecture 

e Historic Designed Landscapes 
¢ Horticulture 

e Landscape Management 


Set within beautiful landscaped gardens, our one-year diploma has an 
international reputation for providing students with the knowledge and 
skills required for successful futures. Our higher education courses are 
validated by the University of Essex. 


TEL 01245 424200 

WEB writtle.ac.uk/design EMAIL design@writtle.ac.uk 

FACEBOOK /WrittleSchoolofDesign TWITTER /WSDdesignschool 

FLICKR /groups/writtleschoolofdesign INSTAGRAM /writtleschoolofdesign 


CAPEL MANOR COLLEGE 


Capel Manor is the largest provider of RHS qualifications in the UK. 
On top of this we offer introductory courses through to two-year 
diplomas, short courses and workshops in garden design, horticulture, 
landscaping and floristry/floral design. 


We believe that plantsmanship is a key component of garden design; 
our courses deal with all aspects of garden and landscape design and 
are suitable for those interested in working within the private or public 
sectors. 


We have a reputation for delivering high-quality training, with 
specialist design studios, a Computer Aided Design suite and for 
practical work, a 30-acre estate in Enfield plus access to areas of 
Regent’s Park and Crystal Palace Park. 


TEL 08456 122122 
WEB capel.ac.uk EMAIL enquiries@capel.ac.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


a Noe 4% 
WATERPERRY GARDENS 


Teaching at Waterperry dates back to the 1930s when it was a horticultural 
school for women. The 2014/15 syllabus includes an extensive range of 
gardening and art courses; RHS Levels 2/3, willow structures, printmaking 
and more. Learn in beautiful surroundings just outside Oxford. 
TELO1844 339226 

WEB waterperrygardens.co.uk EMAIL office@waterperrygardens.co.uk 


THE PLANT SCHOOL 


The Plant Course and The Tree Course 2014 - 2015 

The Plant School continues to specialise in what it does best - combining 
students who love their plants with knowledgeable and expert 
enthusiasts who are keen to share their interest in horticulture. Students 
on all courses are able to broaden their understanding of how plants 
prefer to grow and how they interact with their surroundings. 

“The Plant School has changed my gardening life” - student, 2011-2012 


Key Course Features 

e Expert tuition by enthusiastic and knowledgeable lecturers. 

e All courses run one day a month from September 2014 to June 2015. 
¢ For keen horticulturists seeking a better understanding of plants. 

e All courses incorporate a high proportion of plant identification. 


TEL 01327 861150 MOBILE 07745 345680 
EMAI|Lrosemary@theplantschool.org WEB theplantschool.org 
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JEKKA’S HERB FARM MASTER CLASSES 

Spend the day with Jekka McVicar and experience the passion she has 
for growing and using herbs. Jekka’s master classes are very hands on, 


you will leave with a new understanding of herbs and horticulture. 
‘How to use Herbs in the Home’ 13 September 2014. 


TEL 01454 418878 
WEB jekkasherbfarm.com/school 
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4 4 THE COTSWOLD GARDENING SCHOOL 


THE COTSWOLD GARDENING SCHOOL 


We offer a range of courses including a One Year Professional Garden 
Design Diploma. This intensive part-time course with live projects 
offers a high standard of creative design. 


Our tutors are practicing experts in their fields and we are partnering 
with Bridgwater College to ensure the very highest standards. 


Led by Caroline Tatham, a practicing garden designer and also a 
qualified and experienced lecturer, we welcome students with every 
level of previous experience. 


We provide quality professional learning in a friendly environment and 
beautiful setting. 


We also offer one day and ten week courses in design and horticulture. 


TEL 01453 899018 


WEB cotswoldgardeningschool.co.uk 
EMAIL helena@cotswoldgardeningschool.co.uk 


TOL STORY OF 
THE TUDORS 


FROM THE MAKERS OF 


THETUDO Ea HiS TORY 


. RISE \ F A DYNASTY, 
. ERS NEY VITO. PLIZABETH I The Tudor period remains one of the most 


fascinating eras in English history. This new 
special edition examines the reign of each 
Tudor monarch, from Henry VII’s victory at 
the battle of Bosworth in 1485 right through 
to Elizabeth I’s death in 1603, upon which the 
House of Stuart took the throne. 


THES 


Over 116 full-colour pages, The Story Of The 
Tudors details and analyses these turbulent, 
often bloody times in great depth, with 
insight from many of the world’s greatest 
Tudor historians, including David Starkey, 
Alison Weir and Suzannah Lipscomb. An 
essential guide to understanding the impact 
that just one family made on English history. 


ELIZABETH I 


— i 


gs y Y 
Trace the rise and fall of the Tudor Learn all about the fascinating lives of Expert analysis of every Tudor 
period’s biggest players the less celebrated Tudors monarch to take the throne 


+ Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & 9am—1pm Saturday. 
* Prices including postage are: £11.49 for UK residents, £12.99 for Europe and £13.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 


Book reviews, competition, readers’ letters, crossword 


This collage of hand-cut paper flowers, from 
around 1835, is one of the many beautiful 
floral illustrations featured in Of Green Leaf, 
Bird and Flower, reviewed on page 110. 


ANDY VERNON 


THE PLANT LOVER’S GUIDE TO 


BAHLIAS 


Book reviews 
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sanwiAS 


JON WHITTLESEY 


THE PLANT LOVER’S 
GUIDE TO DAHLIAS 
by Andy Vernon 
Timber Press, £17.99 
ISBN 978-1604694161 


THE PLANT LOVER’S 
GUIDE TO SALVIAS 
by John Whittlesey 
Timber Press, £17.99 
ISBN 978-1604694192 


Two of the most popular sources of bright 
summer colour are examined in detail in 
these useful plant guides. 


Reviewer Noél Kingsbury is a writer and plantsman 


Dahlias are enjoying a 
comeback after a long period 
of being out of fashion, and an 
increasing number of gardeners 
are now leaving them in the 
ground over winter, which 
makes them very much easier to 
cultivate. Salvias are a very 
mixed group, and to a large 
extent a new one in cultivation, 
surprising given that no other 
genus includes such good, true 
blues and such intense reds and 
pinks — this title will do much to 
help new gardeners get a sense 
of their breadth and diversity. 
The Plant Lover’s Guide to 
Salvias discusses their use in the 
garden, the growing of tender 
ones in cooler climates and their 
relationship with pollinators. 
Growing and propagating get a 
section at the back. Dahlias 
begins with “Designing with 
Flamboyant Flowers; which is a 
very useful section with many 
suggestions for planting 
combinations, ‘Understanding 
Dahlias’ talks the reader through 
the various sections while the 


practical section at the back is 
particularly detailed and 
extensive, even including 
material on DIY breeding, and 
how to use dahlias in floristry. 
Both books end with listings of 
nurseries and suggestions of 
‘where to see’ 

The only gaps seem to be that 
neither book has much on the 
origin of the plants. More on the 
natural ecological relationships 
of salvias would have been useful 
and some more on the history of 
the dahlia, particularly as an 
Aztec flower, would have been 
very interesting. 

The use of photography is 
generous, which works for plant 
portraits, but less well with some 
plant combination shots — big 
spreads of less than perfect 
photographs do not do much 
for the overall image of a book. 
Otherwise, these are very 
attractive, showing that it is 
possible to produce stylish books 
that will also be the best sources 
for hard information on their 
subjects for many years to come. 


GARDENING MYTHS 
AND MISCONCEPTIONS 
(WISE WORDS) 

by Charles Dowding 


Green Books, £9.99 


ISBN 978-0857842046 


The ‘no dig’ champion puts pay to more old 


assumptions he feels are making gardening 
harder work than it needs be. 


Reviewer Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained gardener and writer. 


Charles Dowding gently 
questions a series of customs 
and adages that govern, to 
varying degrees, our practice of 
horticulture. Many of these he 
finds to be entirely misleading. 
One of the most notorious, so 
often uttered in sage tones, that 
‘one should never water in 
bright sunlight’ (absolute 
nonsense), he dispatches with 
the aid of some scientific 
research conducted in Hungary. 
On the whole, however, his 
judgement relies on his own 
experience of growing 
vegetables professionally 

over three decades. 

Many of Dowding’s 
challenges to received wisdom 
arise from his practice of ‘no-dig’ 
gardening. He postulates that 
the compulsion to cultivate soil 
on an annual basis arose from 
a time when labour was plentiful 
and there was comparatively 
little to do in winter. And, of 
course, it is so much effort it 
feels like it really must be doing 
some good. But, according to the 


author’s experience and some 
trials, ‘no-dig’ vegetable 
gardening is not only less work, 
it also produces better results. 

Horticulture is such a 
bewilderingly vast field and 
subject to so many variables that 
it is hardly surprising that we 
cling to age-old habits or to the 
chance utterances of those we 
hold in authority. As a result, 
myths and misconceptions 
abound. One might suppose 
that there is a danger in 
abandoning time-worn axioms 
for new ones based on the 
subjective experience of one 
man (the author); however the 
point of the book is to 
encourage an inquisitive, 
experimental attitude in readers, 
rather than asking them to start 
chirping a new set of maxims 
without question. 

These days, garden writing 
based on a solid career’s 
worth of practical experience 
is rare indeed. Therein lies the 
value of this thought-provoking 
little book. 


Book offer 


RRP £17.99 each. Reader offer price £16.50 including p&p. 
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Book offer 


RRP £9.99. Reader offer price £9.50 including p&p. 
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THE CREATIVE SHRUB 
GARDEN: Eye-Catching 
Combinations That 
Make Shrubs the Stars 
of Your Garden 

by Andy Mclndoe 


Timber Press, £20 
ISBN 978-1604694345 


An invaluable reference source for 


designers, gardeners and landscapers 


needing inspiration on plant combinations. 


Reviewer Rosemary Alexander is pincipal of The English Gardening School. 


Written by Hillier’s managing 
director, Andy McIndoe, the 
book begins with a section on 
why and how to use shrubs, 
explaining how they can 
dominate at eye level in the 
middle and often most visible 
part of a border. It continues 
with much useful advice on size 
of borders and choosing the 
appropriate size of the long- 
term shrubs, suggesting the 
planting distance between each, 
with short selective lists of 
plants. Knowing his plants so 
well, Andy points out both the 
good and more disappointing 
aspects of many favourites, plus 
flowering times, need for 
repetition and how to weave 
different planting layers together. 
There follows a long section 
on mood and style, discussing 
not only shrubs but possible 
combinations of perennials, 
bulbs or climbers, plus different 
situations where the scheme 
would work. Each suggested 
mood, is backed up by excellent 
well-captioned photographs — 


easy for a designer to present to 
an indecisive client. 

This helpful section is 
followed by a plant directory, 
giving the botanical names, 
photos, height and spread for 
each suggestion, as well as details 
of some of the newer or less 
frequently used cultivars, such as 
Philadelphus maculatus ‘Sweet 
Clare’ (strong fragrance and 
needs no regular pruning), plus 
ideas for possible planting 
partners. Relying on the plants 
listed here would save designers 
much time spent searching 
through nursery catalogues. 

The final section gives 
sensible, experienced guidance 
on planting, pruning, and 
aftercare in both open soil 
and in containers. 

I found the passages of text 
rather long to absorb, but less- 
experienced garden makers 
might appreciate the wealth of 
advice passed on by this 
experienced author. A realistic 
and good-value book for when 
planting inspiration eludes. 


books 


y Digging Up Paradise: s 


# Potatoes, People and Poetry 
fs inthe Garden of England. = 


Sarah Salway fy 


DIGGING UP PARADISE: 
Potatoes, People and 
Poetry in the Garden 

of England 

by Sarah Salway 


Cultured Llama, £12 
ISBN 978-0992648565 


An intriguing mixture of poetry and 
history that looks at the sensations gardens 
conjure and the memories they stir up. 


Reviewer Annie Gatti is a journalist and garden writer. 


This short book is an intimate 
and imaginative tour of 26 
gardens in Kent by poet and 
novelist Sarah Salway. She 
conceived the idea when she 
was Canterbury Laureate in 
2012, and draws the reader in 
with the opening words 
‘Imagine this; before 
recounting the discovery of 
the subterranean Shell Grotto 
in Margate — made from more 
than four million shells — by a 
wide-eyed, small boy in his 
back garden. The selected 
gardens range from a simple 
churchyard labyrinth at Tudeley 
and the Georgian vegetable bed 
at Quebec House, to the Tudor 
knot garden at Groombridge 
and Derek Jarman’s 
arrangement of driftwood 
and stones at Dungeness. 
Grainy, amateur photos 
mark each entry but they are 
almost incidental: it is the 
words that paint the pictures. 
Salway only offers a poem or 
piece of creative prose when 
the garden has inspired one for 


her and it’s hard to know 
whether to read these first, and 
then be enriched further by the 
description of her visit, or vice 
versa. Sometimes these 
musings are triggered by a 
particular anecdote — the 
convalescent Belgian soldier 

at Quex Park who is silent for 
two years but speaks again the 
moment he returns to his 
homeland, or the key to the 
grounds at Knole Park that was 
slipped to Vita Sackville-West 
when her childhood home was 
handed over to her uncle — or 
element in the garden, and 
sometimes by an emotional or 
visual impression. Time and 
again she re-imagines the 
gardeners and owners of old, 
and her touch is so light that 
you are there with her, seeing 
Darwin’s children creeping out 
to pinch one of the pebbles 
their father put down to keep 
count of the laps he would 
habitually do, through his 
‘thinking path’ in the copse 

at Down House. 


Book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer price £18.50 including p&p. 


Book offer RRP £12. Reader offer direct from publisher £10.50 
including p&p. Go to culturedllama.co.uk enter the code dupgil4 
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OF GREEN LEAF, BIRD, 

AND FLOWER: Artists’ Books 
and the Natural World 

ed Elisabeth R Fairman 


Yale University Press, £40 
ISBN 978-0300204247 


Gorgeously illustrated book that explores 


ral world from 


centuries-old manuscripts to present day. 


Reviewer Juliet Roberts is the editor of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 


The natural world has inspired 
scientists and artists for 
centuries. Dried plant 
specimens, pressed into 

books, and botanically accurate 
drawings provide empirical 
evidence of the flora and 

fauna of a given place at a given 
time, while artists have long 
celebrated the beauty of plants 
and nature through their work, 
more often as representational 
interpretations rather than 
accurate depictions. 

Edited by Elisabeth Fairman, 
senior curator of rare books and 
manuscripts at the Yale Center 
for British Art, this book 
explores the enduring interest 
in the natural world from the 
16th century to the present day, 
putting beautiful historic work 
alongside equally lovely 
contemporary artists’ books and 
prints. The book accompanies 
Yale’s exhibition of the same 
name (closes 10 August), 
featuring material from the 
centre’s extensive collection and 
is a thoroughly enjoyable and 


insightful showcase of a 
‘tantalizing continuity of 
past and present aesthetics. 

The book is a delight, with 
page after page of wonderful 
representations of nature — from 
simple, pressed flowers, pencil 
drawings, wood engravings and 
watercolours to elaborate 
paper-cut art and digital 
prints. The way in which 
these scientific and artistic 
observations from various 
eras have been juxtaposed is 
fascinating and I particularly 
enjoyed the comparisons of the 
herbarium specimens made by 
Gottlieb Wilhelm Bischoff (pre 
1850) with artist Tracey Bush’s 
artwork made from hand-cut 
paper packaging of well-known 
brands (2006). Readers are 
invited to ‘observe, collect and 
preserve’ for themselves (the 
book has a collection pocket at 
the back), and I love to think this 
will provide a catalyst for readers 
to look more closely at the 
natural world around us; always 
a good way to spend time. 


Book offer 


RRP £40. Reader offer price £37.50 including p&p. 
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Gardens to admire, from Scotland and the English lakes 
to Canada and the USA 

JARDINS PRIVES 

DU QUEBEC 

by Perry Mastrovito, 

Broquet, $39.95 

ISBN 978-2896543854 

A peak inside some of Quebec’s 
most beautiful private gardens, 
with text in French and English. 


JARDINS PRIVES 
DU QUEBHE 


THE GARDENS AT OFFER 
BRANTWOOD ie 


by David Ingram 

Pallas Athene, £14.95 

ISBN 978-1843680994 

The evolution of John Ruskin’s 
Lakeland paradise. 


' rs ‘ GREAT GARDENS OFFER 
‘Great Gardens OF AMERICA ae 


of America 


by Tim Richardson, 

photographs by Andrea Jones 
Frances Lincoln, £20 

ISBN 978-0711235939 

25 of America’s most interesting 
gardens. Now out in paperback. 


SCOTLAND FOR OFFER 
GARDENERS Hee 


by Kenneth Cox, Birlinn, 

£25. ISBN 978-1780271897 

New edition of this comprehensive 
guide to Scotland’s gardens, 
nurseries and garden centres, 

with more than 100 new entires. 


SCOT] 


for Gardeners 


Most featured books are available to readers at special 
rates. For details of book offers, arranged in association with 
EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 or go to 
gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed here, and 
mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via gardensillustrated.com/ 
shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 with your credit or debit card details, or 
send a cheque payable to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
Bookshop, PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. 

Free delivery within UK. Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per 
order, please call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders are subject 
to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 


Competition 


A visit to Italy’s stylish garden show Orticolario, 3-5 October 2014 


ia 


Here's a fantastic opportunity to visit one 
of Italy’s most picturesque locations and 
indulge in some gardening inspiration. 

Italian gardens have captured our 
imagination for centuries for their style 
and sense of beauty. Now in its sixth year, 
Orticolario is one of Italy's finest gardening 
shows and this year features 13 show 
gardens and 250 top nursery plant displays, 
plus the chance to buy garden accessories 
and local food specialities. Located in the 
grounds of Villa Erba, on the shore of Lake 
Como, this is a relaxed, stylish event that 
is sure to inspire you. 

The theme for Orticolario 2014 is the 
sense of smell — from subtle, light and 
delicate expressions to those that are robust 
and pervasive and evoke strong memories. 

Held in early autumn, the show will 
feature plenty of late season colour including 
asters, dahlias and autumn fruits. It’s the 
perfect close to the gardening season and 
ensures that you are well set for ideas for 
your garden the following year. To find out 
more about the show visit orticolario.it 


TERMS & CONDITIONS 


THE COMPETITION 

Enter our competition and you could be 
visiting Orticolario in style. The prize is 
for two people and you will fly on Friday 
3 October from London to Milan, where 
you will be met by a driver and taken to 
your hotel in Cernobbio, which is situated 
on the edge of Lake Como. From your 
hotel it’s a short stroll to Villa Erba where 
on the Saturday you will visit Orticolario 
with its show gardens, nursery displays, 
and the opportunity to shop for garden 
accessories. On the Sunday you can 
choose either a tour of Como city, a boat 
trip around Lake Como, or a tour of the 
area's lakeside villas. 


The prize includes: for two people, 

* Flight out: London to Milan on 

3 October 2014; return Milan to 

London on 5 October 2014, 

¢ Transfers from and to Milan airport 

* Overnight stay at Hotel Regina Olga, 
Cernobbio, in a double room for two nights, 
with breakfast and dinners included 


downtools 


mr 


y7 NN 


* Tickets to Orticolario on Saturday 
4 October with lunch in VIP area 

* Como city tour, or boat trip, or tour 
of Lake Como villas with lunch on 
Sunday 5 October. 


TO ENTER 
Answer the following question: 
In which region of Italy is Como situated? 


By post Send your answer on a postcard, 
along with your name, address, postcode 
and contact details to: 

GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 212/Orticolario, 
PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA. 


Online You can also enter at 
gardensillustrated.com 


Closing date 31 August 2014. Terms and 
conditions apply (see below). Please note: 
prize does not include transport to and 
from airport in the UK. Dates are not 
transferrable. Times of flights subject 

to availability. 


Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Promotion excludes promoter employees, contractors and anyone connected with the promotion or their direct family members. By entering, you agree to be bound by all 
the rules of the promotion. Only one entry per person. Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older. No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. This promotion is subject to the laws of 
England. Winning entries will be chosen at random from all eligible entries. The closing date for entries is 11.59pm, 31 August 2014. The winners will be notified by email or post within four days of closing date. The draw is final 
and no correspondence will be entered into. For winners’ details send an SAE within two months of closing date to GI Competitions, Immediate Media, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN. If a winner is unable to be 
contacted within 10 days of the closing date, the Promoter will offer the prize to a runner up. Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. Dates are 
not transferrable. The prize does not include travel to/from UK airport. Personal expenses and other travel arrangements not already mentioned will not be included. The winner plus their guest is responsible for arranging their 
own travel insurance (and visa if applicable). Entrants’ details will be used in accordance with Immediate's Privacy Policy (immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy). 
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Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Immediate Media Ltd, Tower House, Fairfax 
Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


Gift of a garden 


| was a subscriber to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for several 
years when hard times forced me to take a hiatus this year. 
So, sadly, my last subscriber issue was in December. But 
every month | have coveted the new issue whenever | have 
seen it on newsagents’ shelves (hardest to resist was the 
‘Insider’s Guide to Chelsea’ issue in May with that fantastic 


cover featuring alliums). 


ILLUSTRATED 


PenctopeHobhGusé 
reveals the secrets behind © 
her remarkable now gartien 


Key ideas for creating oe 
classic English garden’2 


It was my daughter's ninth birthday in May. For her < : sae aN 


birthday, rather than a present, she wanted the freedom of 


Howto employ 
A DESIGNERS. 


having her own money to spend. Surprisingly, given her age, zi ee 


she didn’t spend all of it. Instead, when my birthday came in June, a huge lump appeared in 
my throat when she presented, fully wrapped, the June issue of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. 


Just thought you should know the effect your magazine has on its readers, whether 


they’re subscribers or lucky dads with birthdays. 


Mark Johnson, via email 


VERTICAL PLANTING 
Quirks of being 
a wallflower 
When I receive my GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED I always go 
straight to the back page. 
The trials and tribulations of 
Frank Ronan’s garden always 
make wonderful reading so 
I couldn't help but chuckle 
when I read in the June issue 
[issue 210, p130] about his 
struggle to establish plants in a wall. 
When our garage needed re-roofing I 
tried to rescue an aubretia that was flourishing 
happily between the rusty corrugated metal and 
the bricks, but despite my best efforts the plant 
withered away in the heat. 
Mother Nature, on the other hand, is the 
most magical gardener of all. Appearing not to 


care about a lack of soil or even a cosy planting 
hole, she had also planted a beautiful campanula 
on the garage wall where it still thrives. 

Liz May, Isle of Man 


TRAVEL TIPS 

Opening up the city 

I have just returned from the most amazing 
weekend in Amsterdam, where historic city 
centre gardens are open to the public for just 
one weekend in the year. I read about the open 
garden days (opentuinendagen.nl) in GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED [issue 202, p73] and am so pleased 
I went. In two days I visited all 29 gardens, which 
are behind some of the most exquisite canal 
houses. They were so beautiful and all but three 
were privately owned. Some of the houses were 
also open. It was a revelation to see the secret 
beauty hidden from view all the rest of the year. 
Elizabeth Riddell, Somerset 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 

The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for carrying 
clippings, leaves, logs or soil around the garden. It’s also 
waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find details 
of Carrier Company's range at carriercompany.co.uk 


112 


Even though the demand 
for allotments is growing 
many councils are selling 
off their existing plots 


Karen Kenny is the 
first woman 
president of the 
National Society 

of Allotment and 

y Leisure Gardeners 


E 


A 


Allotments are part of our 
national heritage and as such 
we need to ensure that future 
generations continue to have 
the choice to grow their own 
food and enjoy all of the other 
benefits that are associated 
with well-run allotments. 

Over the past decade 
the interest in allotments has 
been phenomenal. Allotments 
are no longer the sole domain 
of a few retired men. Now we 
have a fantastic mix of men 
and women, employed and 
unemployed, and people from 
all cultures, ages and 
professions. Today's allotments 
are accessible to all. And the 
allotment sites themselves 
provide an exceptional 
biodiversity of wildlife in the 
urban environment. 

In most areas, waiting 
lists for allotments are 
measured in years rather than 
months. Yet between 2010 and 
2013 no fewer than 83 councils 
applied to sell off allotment 
sites. Of those, 59 sales were 
approved and ten are pending. 
Only two were refused and 
the rest withdrawn. 

We cannot continue to allow 
this to happen — allotments 
need your help and support. 
Find out more at nsalg.org.uk 


+ What's your view? Write to us 
by post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 


Crossword 


Pt 


ZEEE MERE 


Beanie 


ZEEE BEE 
HEEMEEEE BE 
BRzaad Bese 


Pee 
ACROSS 
1 Turned over... flattened bumps 
in turf? (6) 
4 The woad genus, as it is 
rearranged (6) 
9 Devastated elm: try a fragrant- 
smelling shrub (6) 
10 A plant of Calendula genus — after 
corn it’s a chrysanthemum! (8) 
11 Gorse genus is a little beautiful 
example (4) 
12 Laurel's partner able to survive 
frosts? (5) 
13 See lac. 
14/13 New growth at stem's end 
produced by medlar in tub (8,3) 
16 Asian tree with tasty but foul- 
smelling fruit (6) 
18 RHS finally pins down these 
garden pests (6) 
20 Lady fern genus | may hurt, 
moving (8) 
22 Over-watering may cause this? 
Poppycock! (3) 
23 Less colourful sort of fence 
post, right? (5) 
24 Unheated, last of celeriac past 
its prime (4) 
25 Spring onion, scattered on lilacs (8) 
27 Herb makes veal go off (6) 
28 Swindles, as a wasp does! (6) 


feed 
29 Astory about a tree, aka 
Hop-hornbeam (6) 


DOWN 

10Osmunda regalis — a majestic, spore- 
producing plant (5,4) 

2 About time Alex stirred milky fluid 
from certain plants (5) 

3 Inside here who needs this reverse 
bicolour blue/pink sweet pea (7) 

5 Used a bug gun? Sissinghurst’'s head 
appealed to the Almighty! (7) 

6 Label hidden in flipping propagator (3) 
7 Leaves primarily for a meal? (5) 

8 Large-leaved plant of Darmera 
genus, could provide cover for a 

rainy day? (8,5) 

13 Uninteresting sort of insect that 
burrows into bark? (5) 

15 State of soil ideal for seedlings: one's 
in the majority (5) 

17 The columbine'’s initially attractive 
qualities interests less experienced 
gardeners in August (9) 

19 Young tree to exhaust heather (7) 

21 Windbreaks made from eg osiers (7) 
22 Rushes devastated acres (5) 

24 Top of cabbage finished — provide 
protection (5) 

26 Flower garland from part of 
buddleia (3) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


JULY’S SOLUTIONS 


ACROSS: 1 Greenback 6 Pith 8 Red gum 9 Cirsium 10 Smut 12 Scape 13 Kerr 14 Atropa 

16 Moss pole 18 Plant pot 20/21 Tatton Park 23 Rowan 25 Lily 27 Heather 28 Echium 30 Haws 
31 Discovery. DOWN: 1 Gleam 2 Egg 3 Nemesia 4 Alcea 5 Kernels 6 Prick 7 Tamarillo 11 Thorn 
15 Tulbaghia 16 Mat 17 Petal 19 Parched 20 Tangelo 22 Keats 24 Worms 26 Lousy 29 Hoe. 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: August 2013 to 
July 2014 issues are 
available. 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 
edition — search 
‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 
on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER CALL 


0844 844 0253 


+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
UK - £4.40 per copy [1 uk - £5.50 per copy 
LJ EU - £5.20 per copy L]EU- £6.50 per copy 
Rest of world — £6 per copy L_] Rest of world - £7.50 per copy 
CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
slipcase(s) 

NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
UK - £750 each [_] UK- £9.50 each 
LJ EU — £8.50 each L] EU- £10.75 each 
L_| Rest of world — £9.50 each L_] Rest of world - £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for & 


would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 

Visa LJ Mastercard B Maestro L] 
HOO DOO DOU OU 
Expiry date |_| LJ L| L] Issue no. (Maestro only) L] L] 


| would like to order 


BS SLATES gee gr era area aera Date ee ane! Smee 
Title Forename 

Surname 

Address 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Summer inspiration 


Celebrate your garden in style this summer. From hand-crafted furniture 
to beautiful sculpture, we can help to make your summer garden special 


1 CRANBORNE STONE 


As one of the UK’s leading specialists in high- 
quality cast stone, Cranborne Stone has supplied 
some of the UK’s finest gardens. Handmade in 
Dorset by our skilled craftsmen, our beautiful 
range of handmade garden benches, planters, vases, 
fountains and balustrade suits all tastes and styles. 
TEL 01258 472685 WEB cranbornestone.com 


2 SECRET GARDENS 


Our collection of distinctive hand-forged rusted plant 
supports, arches, arbours, gates and furniture is designed 
with a timeless appeal. Shown here is our elegant 1.5m 
high Rusted Flower Globe, perfect for growing sweet 


peas or clematis. Our pieces are made in our south — 
London studio, where we also undertake commissions. 7 “Ls & 


TELO20 8464 5327 WEB secretgardensfurniture.com 


3 SITTING SPIRITUALLY 


“Summer afternoon, summer afternoon... the two most 
beautiful words in the English language” (Henry James) 
and what better way to enjoy them than on our Heart 
Back Swing Seat, perhaps with a glass of something 
chilled? Available in 2, 3 or 4 seater. We are the only 
swing and bench makers licensed by the RHS. 

TEL 01297 443084 WEB sittingspiritually.co.uk 


4 MKM CREATIONS 


This elegant Oblique planter is a stylish creation 
that looks beautiful in any setting - the curved 
lines and unique style definitely give this planter 
the edge. MKM Creations is a family business 
that specialise in the design and build of bespoke, 
contemporary garden planters to suit any style. 
TEL 01257 432450 WEB mkmcreations.co.uk 


5 TEAK TIGER 


Add the finishing touch to any garden with our 
range of beautifully crafted Teak and FSC? Certified 
Hardwood furniture. Our range of high-quality 
garden furniture requires minimum maintenance, 
and is incredibly durable, so can be left outside 
whatever the weather and enjoyed all year round. 
TEL 0800 068 0333 WEB teaktiger.com 


6 BORDER SUNDIALS 


Capel Tenison’s Border Sundials make 
high-quality armillary spheres and horizontal 
and wall sundials. Each sundial is personally 
hand-engraved to your instructions and 
finished to the very highest of standards. 

TEL 01873 840297 WEB bordersundials.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Best of Britisn Sumner Gays out 


Get the best out of the Great British Summer and visit this stunning array of houses and gardens. 
Beautiful plants and handsome architecture combine to ensure you experience summer at its best 


1 SCAMPSTON WALLED GARDEN 


Escape the stresses and strains of 21st-century life in this four-acre 
contemporary ‘plantsman’s paradise’ designed by Piet Oudolf. Dates not 
to miss: Family Fun Day 3 August, Tomato Day 21 September, Plant 
Fair 5 October. 

ADDRESS Scampston Hall, Malton, North Yorkshire YO17 8NG 

TEL 01944 759111 WEB scampston.co.uk/gardens 


2 HOLKER HALL & ERED ENS 


Holker Hall, near Grange-over- 
Sands is the much-loved home 

of Lord and Lady Cavendish. 

The Hall sits among 25 acres of 
beautiful, award-winning gardens, 
meadows and deer park containing 
many rare and exotic plants and 
trees. Onsite Café, Food Hall and 
Gift Shop. Upcoming Events: 
Plant Fair & Producers’ Market 31 
August, Holker Chilli Fest 13/14 
September. 


ADDRESS Cark-in-Cartmel, Grange- 
over-Sands, Cumbria LA11 7PL 

TEL 01539 558328 

WEB holker.co.uk 


3 OSTERLEY PARK 


Osterley Park and House is one of the last surviving country estates in London. 
Open all year and only a short distance from the big city, don’t miss the elegant 
flower gardens and vibrant colours of the ornamental vegetable garden. 
ADDRESS Jersey Road, Isleworth, London TW7 4RB 

TELO20 8232 5050 WEB nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park 


Winner of the HHA/Christie's 
Garden of the Year Award 
2012. Considered to be one 

of the best gardens in Great 
Britain. Set in 30 glorious 
acres nestling against Dorset’s 
Jurassic Coast near Weymouth, 
they were described by Alan 
Titchmarsh as “One of the 
finest gardens I have ever 
visited”. Open daily from 10am 
to 5pm, last admission 4pm. 
ADDRESS Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
TEL 01305 871387 

WEB abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


5 DINGLE NURSERIES 


A garden for all seasons created on a south-facing slope surrounding a small 
lake. Unusual shrubs and trees abound in this plantsman’s paradise. Stock up 
with plants from the extensive range at Dingle Nurseries next door. 

Nursery and Garden open 7 days a week, 9-5. Dogs welcome. 

ADDRESS Frochas, Nr-Welshpool, Powys SY21 9JD 

TEL 01938 555145 WEB dinglenurseryandgarden.co.uk 


Marketplace To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7413 


BUILDINGS 
twenty twenty AUTHORS| Bitseusdcegeresaris 


contemporary art and craft 


Please submit synopsis 
plus 3 sample chapters 
Indoors oroutdoors, with room biden, 
Olympia Publishers 
for two and mugs of tea... the Ga canaaniee 


perfect place'to..-perch. London, EC4N 6NP 


www.olympiapublishers.com 


Let us create your perfect retreat 


GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED 01825 791402 www.artisan-shepherdshuts.co.uk 


PERCH 


BY HUGH ELLIOTT 
SIMPLE ASSEMBLY 
WITH TOOLS 
SUPPLIED 
Contemporary rustic design, made in Shropshire 


Solid redwood from sustainable plantations 
Water based, non toxic, low VOC wood treatment 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 v dovetail 


greenhouses 
Q OXFORD 
PLANTERS 


wwwoxfordplanters.co.uk | gorse g YY, SUSTAINABLE, 
oo MAINTENANCE FREE & 
GUARANTEED FOR 50 YEARS 


Specialist manufacturers of British 
handcrafted internal and external CS, 
Planters and Furniture. 


Available in: Oak, Iroko or Accoya; : Fabrications Garden Sheds & Raised Beds 


painted in your choice of colour. 


We also offer a bespoke design OS ey Fabrications offer extensive 
alouilal 3 services including design and 
ba ReICe manufacture of a more intricate 


__ For more information alg teh Rt ec ool Too good to be true? Brodco garden sheds are the first ever to 
email info@ oxfordplanters.co.uk or 


EallO 1608 685022 ; be approved by the police and our raised beds are becoming 


All products manufactured in the 


Cotswolds using sustainable timber. apie yiae = the first choice for garden designers across the UK. 


Visit our website today to find out why. 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


Beautiful handcrafted 
gazebo’s arbours, pergolas 


call 0117 327 0326 
and more from our Db | ee 
ere sgt FREE roca pack roocdo visit brodco.co.uk 
MALVERNCOPPICING.CO.UK 


TEL. 01684 574865 
MOB. 07946169123 


Marketplace 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk 


BUILDING ACCESSORIES DECKING 


Visit our online 
directory at: 


gardensillustrated. 


(woune ‘i, ee 


- Extend your hdhiie product-directory 
= ato the garden: 


The aeHeel anti- ats aan 
for added safety gees 


- osmof 


Anti-Slip f 
' Decking Oil 2 


Nesp tots Noe abort 
Norm mmpomne 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


> Will not crack, peel or blister 


To advertise > Protects against mould, algae 


and fungal deca\ 
here call 9 Y 


Sally Overton on 


> Water and weather resistant 


Enjoy the outdoors whatever the weather. 2fm] Call or visit 
Electric operation at the touch of a button. 9a. oo By 0117 314 7413 owner 
Auto sun sensors available. * SP stockists. 


|i 
Large range of fabrics, styles and colours. - 
Protect your carpets, curtains and 


furniture from fading. +44 (0)1296 481 220 
Normally installed within one day. 
! z GARDEN S www.osmouk.com 
Ask for a free survey today: www.soluxuk.com 
DESIGNERS FLOORING 


Pree Rea 
So. 
Stair Rope Specialist 


MAC TH Hw 


A 


(A Neal Richards Ltd 


Aer n 


Garden Design — Construction -— _ Planting 


Surrey, Hampshire, Sussex and London. 
Visit our website to see further case studies. ; 
Commerce House 4 High Street Nutfield Surrey RH1 4HQ 


www.stairropesdirect.com E-mail: info@periodflooring.com 


Tel: 01737 823053 


01483 893989 
enquiries@nrgardendesign.com 
www.nrgardendesign.com 


anmwVORn 


Marketplace 


GARDEN PRODUCTS 


THE BEST PROTECTION FROM 
SLUGS AND SNAILS 


Jee, 


raw 1228 851524 


> iG Me 
CLAIRE |! 
AUSTIN | 
Exclusively Mail Order 
PERENNIALS 
PEONIES 
IRISES 
over 800 varieties 


www.claireaustin- 
hardyplants.co.uk 


Tel: 01686 670342 


To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7413 


The 
Stoneballs Company S pF ones Doctor 


Established in 2004 The Honey Doctor prides itself in 
providing delicious honey and all products from the 
beehive to enhance a healthy lifestyle. We specialise in 
Manuka Honey and therapeutic Manuka Honey Creams for 
skin problems. We are also pleased to offer our local 
honey. The bees on our farm enjoy rich clover fields in the 
summer and then are taken to Exmoor in the Autumn to 
gather heather honey. We supply delicious honeycomb in 
both smaller tubs or as a complete honeycomb in a 
wooden frame — A magical present 


GET £5.00 off your first order over £20.00 
STONEBALLS COMPANY SUPPLY THE FINEST QUALITY by quoting “Gardenjune2014" 
SOLID Semen BALLS TO DOMESTIC AND eee at the web checkout 
PROJECTS ACROSS THE UK AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. offer ends ist August 2014 ie Doct 
Oncy ws 
E: email @stoneballs.co.uk www.thehoneydoctor.com HONEY 
w: www.stoneballs.co.uk T:01884860625 = 


M: +44 (0) 7754 845398 E:sales@thehoneydoctor.com 
T: +44 (0) 1636 626704 


CLEARVIEW STOVES 


Britain’s leading manufacturer of clean burning wood stoves 


The woodlouming stoveapertected 
STOCKISTS THROUGHOUT THE UK 


www.clearviewstoves.com Brochure Line: 01588 650 123 


Dinham House, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1EJ. Tel: 01584 878 100 


Marketplace 


email sally.overton@immediate.co.uk 
UK HOLIDAYS 


Over 500 coastal, waterside, rural 
and dog-friendly holiday cottages 
throughout the South West. 


SINNED q 
BRITISH 
For special offers and a free copy of our brochure 
call us on 01548 202020 or check out our website QUALITY 


ACCREDITED BEST SMALL UK 


www.toadhallcottages.co.uk AGENCY hi 


UK TRAVEL AND TOURISM WILDLIFE CAMERAS 


yoy UK 
~ <«WildlifeCameras 


. ... bringing nature closer 


Enjoy your very 
own wildlife 
observation 
studio... 


’ Up to 10% off all our Bird oH 5 
bagi - *) Box Camera Kits & Systems! = 7 = Bid Box’ M 


NS SUPP eee eeeneeeeeeeeernereaereaeeeseneeHes sess eEeeeeeeEes en eeeeeeeeee : fey Ly Vv " Ca ‘ 
backdoorshoes ; Get a fascinating insight into the ~}) META Kit 


ers wonderful world of birds - watch 
Backdoorshoes’ are ideal for all them come and go, study nest 
garden lovers. Fed up of soggy building behaviour, witness chicks 


socks/slippers? You will love hatching and see them grow... 
these comfortable, easy to wear | SSM aeR aD = RUHNU USS SUUSUUNSUUN I SU UE UU USSU ONO 


slip on shoes. They are waterproof, J r a 
lightweight, durable with info@ukwildlifecameras.co.uk 
08450 170 760 


removable washable insoles 


and are printed with our own 
www.ukwildlifecameras.co.uk 


unique designs. 


As seen at RHS Chelsea and 
RHS Hampton Court Flower Show. 


Visit www.backdoorshoes.co.uk 
for our full range of Mens’ and Ladies shoes 


COHISTORY << 


MAGAZINE 


3issues for fo £1 


Try Britain's bestselling history magazine today! 


Were marking the centenary of the First 
World War with aspecialissue dedicated 
to the conflict. Inside, well be exploring 
the great misconceptions of the war, 
reliving the day when Britain made the 
fateful decision to take up arms and 
exploring how the events impacted on 
ordinary people. Subscribe today 

to make sure you receive this issue! 


This cover is for illustrative purposes only. 


PLEASE QUOTE GIHAWW1 


+ Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles 
and other providers may vary. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & 9am-1pm Saturday. 


PLEASE QUOTE GIHAWW1 


* 3 issues for £1 available to UK Direct Debit orders only. After your first 3 issues your subscription will continue at just £19 every 6 issues thereafter, saving 25% on the shop price. 
If you cancel within two weeks of receiving your second issue, you will pay no more than £1. The First World War special will be the August 2014 issue on sale 17 July. 
Subscribe by 5 July 2014 to receive this issue as part of your trial subscription. Offer ends 21 August 2014 


ILLUSTRATED 


» SEPTEMBER ISSUE 


* An award-winning designer 
garden in Hertfordshire 
* Colourful ideas for container planting 
* Dazzling dahlia combinations 
* New perennial planting around 
a Herefordshire home 
- The best scented plants 


RY, MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


CATHERINE J 


‘ON SALE 22 AUGUST 


Available as a digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ on the App Store, 
Google Play or Zinio.com. Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s 
and Tesco stores, as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 


MARIANP 


the writer's plot 


Strong reactions 


Nature is rarely risk free, and one man’s sweet elixir can be another man’s swollen tongue 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


rtichokes are best 
when rushed 
straight from bed 


to pot, having brought the 
water to a boil before 
heading out with the 
secateurs. In my case the 
rush is literal, as I have an 
absurd allergic reaction to 
them and always forget to 
put on gloves, and it isn’t 
until the first is cut and I 
can feel my fingers tingling 
and tongue swelling that I 
remember, and then there is 
a mad scamper for the 
kitchen. It’s not so bad as 
long as I don’t touch the cut 
end. It’s very bad if I do and 
then absent-mindedly stick 
a finger in my mouth. Once 
cooked they transform from 
poison to elixir, and elixir is 
all I remember when setting 
out to repeat the stupidity 
the following day. 

Possibly because nothing 


good can come of it, 1am more intelligent about hogweed, which 
squirts liquid at you while you strim. The liquid reacts with sunlight 
and I have a teardrop shaped mark below my left eye from when I 
didn’t know any better. Not being dissimilar to a faded version of the 
prison tattoo that would indicate I was a killer, it may have saved me 
the odd mugging for all we know. If only it were an indication that I 
had killed the hogweed. Nowadays I stop strimming as soon as the 
sun comes out and swill my face and arms under running water. 


You can never tell what will be poisonous to you until 
you make the mistake of growing it. Salvia sclarea, 
particularly the variety turkestaniana, is an outstanding 
plant, and I had a half summer of admiring it in my first 
proper garden in France before realising that it was the 
culprit behind six weeks of a flu-like illness. I learned to 
give it a wide berth and admire it from a distance. Years 
later I found myself coming down with flu every time I 
visited an old friend, until I thought to look through the 
labels of the seed that his gardener had put to dry on the 
broad windowsill of my room. There, in a shoebox, was 
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There is a horror of poisonous plants, as though 
they were betraying a trust by being harmful 


Frank Ronan is a 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


clary. It was taken away 
and the flu went with it. 
Rue would poison 
anyone and has long been 
known as a potentially 
dangerous solution to 
unwanted pregnancy. 
I know I car’t touch it 
without blistering. The 
sap of a fig will bring 
you out in lesions, if 
applied in sunlight, as I 
once discovered by 
helpfully pruning a 
friend’s overgrown fig 
in a bare-legged Greek 
summer. Handling any 
of these things is unlikely 
to kill you, so it’s fine to 
find out about them as 
you go along, just as a 
child has to learn about 
stinging nettles and what 
happens if you make a 
stupid movement at the 
back of a horse or the 


Angela Hlardny 


~ 


front of a dog. 


There is an urban assumption that what is natural must be 
good and a consequent urban horror of poisonous plants, as 
though they were betraying a trust by being harmful. They are 
flagged with warning signs or banned outright from gardens where 
children might stray. Years ago I wrote a piece about daturas for 
The Irish Times, and mentioned in passing that they were 
carcinogenic and addictive. The sub-editor, scandalised, assumed 
that such a plant must be illegal in Holy Ireland, and deleted all 


reference to it in the article of which it was the subject. 
What world are we imagining where children don’t have 
the sense not to eat plants at random? They won't even eat 
salad, in my experience, which is probably some kind of 
survival instinct. But their parents, lulled by a lifetime of 
advertising that promotes natural goodness (usually in 
products that are neither natural nor good), have forgotten 
that the reason vegetables are vegetables is that they are 
some of the few plants that can be safely ingested without 
making us sicken or die, and some, like my artichokes, 
should be treated with caution before they are cooked. 


Anything but a Gabriel Ash 


is just a greenhouse 


FREE 


Side of Staging 
& Shelving’ 


Worth up to £1,195. Offer ends 31 August ]} 
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—_—— —_— 
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Beautiful designs, superior craftsmanship, lovingly made by hand from the finest red cedar 
You deserve a Gabriel Ash 


The only 


1 Royal 
timber Horticultural 
d 0 f | = | d S h greenhouses Society 
endorsed by 
the RHS 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE CALL 01829 271890 orvisir www.gabrielash.com 


*When you buy a Gabriel Ash greenhouse. Offer not available in conjuction with any other offer. 
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EXCELLENCE !IS IN 
THE DETAIL 


| 68 LAUNCHED * 2 
APE  ALTHE 
RHS CHELSEA =. 
ye FLOWER: 
$5 S. SHOW 2014: 
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From your very first contact with us you'll realise we are different. We are immensely proud of all our products, and know that, 


from the designs on the drawing board, throughout manufacturing to the finishing process, our products stand superior. 


In support of 
For a brochure please call or click 


0800 783 8083 2. 


www.hartley-botanic.co.uk - Quoting ref: Gl eine 


FOUNDATION 


THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY 


